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EXPERIMENTS WITH OBJECTS

o e,

In these procedures the object is considered in terms of s possible
meanings or functions, das opposed to ils actual ones. An ‘drrational’
approach to knowledge is pursued with the po-faced doggedness of
conventional scientific enquiries.

TO DETERMINE THE IRRATIONAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF OBJECTS

e ———

For any number of players..

A set of questions about a possible object is agreed among the
players.

A previously selected object is then revealed or nominated and one
of the players reads out the questions one by one in fairly rapid
succession. The others write their answers, which should be brief, con-
cise and immediate. At the end of the experiment they are compared.

This is a record of parts of a game played where the object was A
PIECE OF PINK VELVET.

1S 1T DIURNAL OR NOCTURNAL?
Noctumal. [Y O]
IS I'T FAVOURABLE TO LOVE?
Very favourable, despite its deplorable colour. [R Ca]
IS I'T CAPABLE OF METAMORPHOSES?
Capable: heron, jade, soured wine, mountains. [P E]
WHAT IS ITS POSITION IN RELATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL?
Completely enveloping the head. [C M]
WHAT ERA IS I'T FROM?
Louis XVI, before the Revolution. (M H]
WHAT ELEMENT 1S 177
Air. [T T)
WITH WHAT HISTORICAL FIGURE CAN IT BE ASSOCIATED?
Gérard de Nerval. [A G]
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HOW DOES IT DIE?

At night, by hurling icself into a pond. [A B]
WHAT SHOULD IT MEET WITH ON A DISSECTING TABLE IN ORDER TO BE
BEAUTIFUL?

A pair of moustaches. [B P]
WHAT PART OF A SLEEPING WOMAN'S NAKED ANATOMY WOULD YOU
PLACE IT ON?

The chroat. [A B}
AND IF SHE WERE DEAD?

Lower half of the face, veiling the mouth. [A B}
WHAT ILLNESS DOES IT CALL TO MIND?

Hysteria. [G W]

WHAT PART OF PARIS DOES IT LIVE IN?

French Academy. [T T
WHAT MIGHT ITS PROFESSION BE?

A martyr. [P E}

IN WHAT MATERIAL DO YOU SEE IT W RAPPED?

Dried sperm, lightly cranslucent. [T T1
IS IT HAPPY OR UN HAPPY?

Desperate, despite appearances. [B P}

WHAT LANGUAGE DOES I'T SPEAK?

English. (M H]

WHO 15 ITS FAVOU RITE POET?

Verlaine. [J-M M}

WHAT PLACE DOES IT OCCUPY WITHIN THE FAMILY?

A 15-year-old girl who's left the fold. [A G
HOW WOULD YOU KILL IT?

Wich a dagger thrust. [R C]

HOW DOES IT GET AROUND?

{n an American car driven by a chauffeur. {B F]
WHAT SEXUAL PERVERSION DOES I'T CORRESPOND TO?

Female homosexuality. [C M]

WHAT SCENT GOES WITH 11?2

Armpits. [R C]

WHICH PAINTER DOES IT CORRESPOND TO?

Manet. [R C}
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