David Wray (Chicago)

     Plautus’ tongue and Zukofsky’s ear
           LZ/100 (Columbia) 9.17.04
Plautus, Rudens (ca.195 BCE)                         Louis Zukofsky, “A”-21 (1967)                           Paul Nixon, Loeb trans. (1916)
1.
ARGVMENTVM
Reti piscator de mari extraxit vidulum,

Vbi erant erilis filiae crepundia,

Dominum ad lenonem quae subrepta venerat.

Ea in clientelam suipte inprudens patris
Naufragio eiecta devenit: cognoscitur

Suoque amico Plesidippo iungitur.
2.     Lines 838-42
Ples. Meamne ille amicam leno vi, violentia

de ara deripere Veneris voluit?

Trach.                                             Admodum.

Ples. Quin occidisti extemplo?

Trach.                                   Gladius non erat.

Ples. Caperes aut fustem aut lapidem.

Trach.                        Quid? ego quasi canem

 hominem insectarer lapidibus nequissimum?

3.     Lines 540-42
Labrax.
Tib(i) aúscultávi, tú promíttebás mihí
ill(i) ésse quaéstum máximúm meretrícibus,

ibi mé conrúere póss(e) aiébas dítiás.
4.     Line 215
Palaestra.
algor, error, pavor, me omnia tenent.
5.     Lines 514-5
Labrax.

Mendicitatem mi optulisti opera tua,

dum tuis ausculto magnidicis mendaciis.
6.     Lines 501-4

Labrax.
Malam fortunam in aedis te adduxi meas.

quid mihi scelesto tibi erat auscultatio,

quidve hinc abitio quidve in navem inscensio?ubi perdidi etiam plus boni quam mihi fuit.
Plot
fisheRman’s sea  net dragged Up a leathery wicker
rattling the baby’s charms of his master’s Daughter

a leno had kidnapped for his slave brothEl.

unknown to her father she was his little ward

after her shipwreck: later they fouNd out—

    she married her Sweetheart     a young man.


“A”-21, 471

PL. Mine! and Leno’d violate, tear
      
her from Venus’ altar!

TR.                                    Indeed!

PL.
Couldn’t you kill’im!

TR.                                 No sword.

PL.
No stick!  stones?

TR.                              Think I’d 

   
quash a human dog with stones? 


“A”-21, 458
LE.
You rascal you promised me
the maximum profit in prostitutes,
windfalls to accrue you said.


“A”-21, 446
PO.
Cold, loss, fear tear me



“A”-21, 458

LE.

Your mendacious tool of tongue

magnified auscultation worked my mendicity.



“A”-21, 457
LE.
Misfortune was what I invited

sclerosis listened to your auscultations.

What incensed me to sail
and bury all I had?
ARGUMENT OF THE PLAY
A fisherman hauled from the sea in his net a trunk which contained some toys belonging to his master’s daughter who had been stolen and had become the slave of a pimp. Shipwrecked and cast ashore, the  girl was protected by her own father without knowing who he was.  After they recognize one another she is married to her lover, Plesidippus.

Ples.(indignant) That pimp laid violent hands on my girl, tried to drag her from the altar of Venus by violence?

Trach.  Just so, sir.

Ples.  Why didn’t you kill him on the spot?

Trach.(after a pause)   I had no sword, sir.

Ples.  You might have taken a club or a stone.

Trach.(virtuously)  What, sir?  Chase a human being, vile as he is, with stones like a dog—I?

It was your advice I followed.  You kept promising there’d be all sorts of money in slave girls there; I could just rake in the cash, according to you.
I’m cold, and lost, and frightened—tormented every way!
Ugh, thanks to you!  It’s listening to you and your flattering flimflam that has left me flat.
It was Bad Luck I took into my house when I took you there.  Oh, why was I such a cursed fool as to listen to you?  Why did I leave home?  Why did I go on board that ship?  Where I’ve lost all I owned and more, too!
Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd edition, 1989:
auscultation
  1. The action of listening or hearkening.  
  1634 HICKES Lucian (T.) You shall hear what deserves attentive auscultation. 1836 H. TAYLOR Statesman xxxi. 239 He who can listen with real attention to every thing that is said to him, has a great gift of auscultation. 1842 MRS. BROWNING Grk. Chr. Poets (1863) 64 The suggestive name of acroases
