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‘Art to me’s hear stellary’: Re-reading 80 Flowers
This paper will reconsider 80 Flowers as the culmination of Zukofsky’s writing career: a final return to short ‘lyric’ form after completing “A”; a development of technical ideas first introduced in the latter movements of “A”; and the last of his large-scale ‘serial’ projects (alongside Bottom, Catullus, etc.). It will re-investigate and challenge the idea that it also marks the culmination of a hermetic strain in Zukofsky’s work. Rather than simply the final, self-contained work of an elderly and isolated poet, 80 Flowers is seen as an exemplary case of a successful and radical ‘late style’.

