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Wangy			  Begging by selling shoestrings
Timbers		  Begging by selling lead pencils
Straight crip		  Cripple
Phony crip	   	 “
Pokey stiff		  Handouts solely
Gink or gandy stiff	 Labored a day or two
White line stiff	 Confirmed alcohol user
Bundle stiff
Blanket stiff
Stew bum, ding bat, fuzzy tail, grease tail, jungle buzzard 
= dregs of vagrantdom
Yegg			   Roving desperado
Hay bag		  Female stew bum
Punk			   Boy discarded by Jocker
Gonsil	Boy not yet adopted by Jocker 
	 —Nels Anderson, The Hobo 

•

I’ll sleep like the Rock of Gibraltar tonight, and wake up 
in Spain.

•

Changing reality was
His job—but love made
Him an outlaw in time

arrests Gompers. The young man is tortured and be-
comes sexually disabled. Linda is forced to enter the 
White House. Refusing to submit to the President, she 
meets secretly with Gompers, who has contrived to gain 
access to the White House by becoming a eunuch. The 
two lovers are discovered and arrested. Gompers is sen-
tenced to death. To save her fiancé’s life, Linda consents 
to submit to the President. Moved by the young couple’s 
love, the Chief of Staff tries to help the two escape. Both 
he and Gompers are killed in the attempt. With hope 
dead, Linda manages to avenge the deaths by killing the 
President in his bed.

•
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•

Sherlock Holmes after all is mostly an attitude and a few 
dozen lines of unforgettable dialogue…

When in doubt have a man come through the door with 
a gun in his hand.

Common sense is the guy who tells you you ought 
to have had your brakes relined last week before you 
smashed a front end this week. Common sense is the 
Monday morning quarterback who could have won the 
ball game if he had been on the team. But he never is. 
He’s high up in the stands with a flask on his hip. Com-
mon sense is the little man in a gray suit who never 
makes a mistake in addition. But it’s always somebody 
else’s money he’s adding up.
	 —Raymond Chandler

•

winter is here
the fly can’t fly
he is just walking
on the floor
me—I got to watch
where I put
my feet

It [mourning] shoes it [life] with the cothurnus.
	 —Huizinga
•

Tantalus means the impossibility of drinking the waters 
of thought which are always gleaming and waving within 
sight of the soul.
	 —Emerson, “History”

•

The gentle day… Dapples the drowsie east with spots of 
grey.
	 —Shakespeare, Much Ado

•

In the dappling east Appeared unwelcome dawn.
	 —Wordsworth

•

MILHOUS MONOGATARI

Ambitious for power, a government official orders his 
daughter Linda to become the President’s concubine. 
Having secretly become engaged to a young man named 
Samuel Gompers, the girl refuses. Enraged, her father 
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•

Hypnosis traces the main nerve lines down the back 
and along the tail. We respond linearly in respect to the 
ancestral path of our tail undulations.
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•

IN A NUTSHELL

a wooden floor
white walls
a chair
mattress
bedding
2 pr. shoes
2 shoulder bags
1 poncho
3 shirts
2 T-shirts
5 utrou
12 socks
1 sport coat
4 pens & pencils
ink
glue
envelopes
letters

•

Baltimore is famous for the delicate sensibilities and con-
scientiousness of its inhabitants.
	 —Gertrude Stein

From Dickens’s point of view “good” society is simply a 
collection of village idiots.
	 —George Orwell

•

Cigarettes, gloves keep us apart.
	 —The Grand Illusion

•

The three graces:
	 Aglaïa – Brilliance
	 Euphrosyne – Joy
	 Thalia – Bloom

•

Men are the technical morons of the tribe, women keep 
some proportion, remain sound even in debauchery, 
relate the parts to a whole, act, that is with the body, the 
related parts, together, not a part of it, as to be sure, they 
must to survive.
	 —William Carlos Williams, Autobiography
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•

The discovery of phionics—a branch of knowledge so 
rare the phenomena it descends from are totally meta-
phoric.

•

Poems are about things that can’t be remembered 
	 otherwise
This is why you have your foot in your mouth
Tying your shoe
Hands behind your back
Now there are two of you
Still trying to remember
You who twirl the spindles of unconsciousness
You have damp palms
Bathed in video light
Flapping in thin air
With fish for echoes

•

When I leave town all my friends go back on the sauce.
	 —Ben Fagan (Philip Whalen), in Big Sur

•

Stage effect, from a dream. Against a dark green curtain 
figures in head-to-toe costumes of dark green with quar-
ter-sized polka dots cavort in bright light. The light shifts 
to dark green, the figures disappear to leave an array of 
barely discernible polka dots.

•

•

A bald old gent named Simon tonight on TV lit twelve 
cigars and placed them with shaking hands one by one 
till his mouth bristled with all of them, all the while
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•

avid commerce in dumb shit 
is filling up our streets pulling out our sheep
the great ideas from angel to love in little pot-bellied 	
	 cadences
the smart ones are maneuvering for beauty
some investigate the extraordinary machinery
that is out of this world

the great ideas from angel to love in little pot-bellied 
cadences are maneuvering for beauty in the extraordinary 
machinery that is out of this world

•

At intersecting rivers
Everyone waves distantly
Passing slowly going backwards
On their slippery elbows

•

THE RATING OF THE TRAMPS BY “A NO. 1”
(The famous tramp who claims to have traveled 500,000 
for $7.61.)

Mush faker	 Umbrella mender who learned
Mush rigger	 in penal institutions



932

CREATURES FROM OUTER SPACE
(STEPPING FROM FLYING SAUCER)

avoid rapid forceful movements
use no shrill sounds
breathe quietly
avoid giving a direct menacing gaze

•

SURVIVAL ON THE MOOCH

Keep moving
Give your hosts a breather—take hotel room
Accept all offers of hospitality

•

Good car
Bad karma

•

Ants gather before putrid meat, and flies are attracted by 
odoriferous waste. Our officials are no better. 
—Taisuke Mitamura, Chinese Eunuchs: The Structure of 	
			    Intimate Politics

I WAS A TEENAGE HYPNOTIST
	 for Suzanne Stein

I always loved sending away for things by mail. Forty 
years before the Internet and Amazon made armchair 
shopping commonplace, you could easily obtain a small 
monkey, a teacup Chihuahua, or a ventriloquist’s swaz-
zle through the mail-order ads in comic books. Army 
surplus Jeeps, needing some assembly but costing un-
der $100, could be had in the classifieds at the back of 
Popular Mechanics. But for category breadth and kitsch, 
nothing compared with the Dorothy Damar catalogue, 
each page featuring eight or nine selections ranging from 
household gadgets like a serrated grapefruit spoon (set 
of four, $1.49) to novelties like an ant farm ($2.98) or 
a drawkcab llaw kcolc—“tells time backwards” ($8.98). 
My taste ran to novelties and I did buy the farm—the 
little farmers shipped separately.

I bought but never mastered the swazzle, a half circle of 
leather, metal, and plastic the diameter of a quarter—
marketed as the secret to throwing your voice, but re-
ally just a device to produce whistling noises and ducky 
speech.
	
In a related ambition as conjurer, I made the transition 
from operator of store-bought practical jokes (the dribble 
glass, the bottomless spoon), gaffs, gimmicks, and
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SWAZZLE
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