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CSH"J'"? that sometimes, so -rﬂf;'-"wr. the .."r;;,.-'.t"}f
frickles into the room, and ou move over
betore realrzin . rﬁ;‘;aﬁ-‘:f and then somelimes
r'ﬂrffw'.f. :J"E'f I-’Jm;':.l",.r or then agﬂr}L the lf)f'ﬂf}f{’ﬂ?
the !}gﬁﬁﬁ-’.m r.uf-,.f':fn.r pen. (arch J'ir}'.r;-l',.r#n; otr!
£ over the !f‘fﬂf}guf&hﬁg trajectory of the true
or anyway {ruesome. i/ give you
a fHrand {,/ ;'.’.f"’“'" "W groe me just a f&*ﬁ-
more dollars. :‘I_"ﬂw' that if will be
every man fr}r' fj.q?.r'.:-'c*{'rf'lﬂfff Pue Efuf
the gun. Do T make .f.-?_fl,r.icff} insulafte,
endomelrial, inchoale, irradiant, bossa
novd, J":r'.r;r:l"lj,r hop, cha cha cha? Tve gol
¥ ff-'rJfo.f'fa'ﬂ’ﬁf .I";;:.':.Irll? {i.u".i'ﬁ'lrf?- Jr;ff-i“ ffﬂl"ﬂ" SR
written all over if. 7 '.i"rr:rr:ap.? or froopla?
/2 rfsffrrjqnflre:?f Cou 9’}5.’"’ Fiﬁﬂr.ifuu':r"' Survival

withou! :"J"':r;g.?r.’.rl";r;,.r fhal’s one !.-‘fr.-;ug; buf survival

withoul FJ; 'ufm*r.-"jg.?



My wife she stood with a loaded gun. Who
said that? There Is no destination like
the present & the present is no destination
in the slightest. There's no destination
like the thruway either but | wouldn't
want to be on the other side. Break
a crystal and get a broken crystal — saying's
believing. Carried up fourteen flights
of stairs but rolled down only ten.

Oh, do you know the mulfled man

The ruffled man, the tussled man?
Do you know the mufiled man

Who lives om Dreary Lane?



Grill cheese, grill cheese
Please don't make me sneeze!
Heavens 1o Betsy, Hell-bent on proxies
Don't lel me be squeezed again!



Failure in the Face of taillure is no cause
I:m' 1_|'L_-u_ |_'|1_1|'..|,|-__l|_=|111_=nl il :.,'ﬂll"n‘l.' |:‘.|Hl Aour I'I"I:ll"llt"'i
plaving hopscotch on the canasia couns. Pd've
said that mysell il | were in my Aght (or s leh?)
mindlulness, or mindlezssness, 1 amoanis o
much the same thing when the sum’s up
and all the lard s 'g:|:|i||i_'i| on the |.'|.||||:|.~|.|'|.'|.|.|L'.'5..
In fact, there will even be some leeway.
il.l:u alter |='|;' Iwnd n 1|1|.- mill. Yo the same
Mill wh smidd it would all be al-
right il we utilized vur mental
resources i an eihical manner, ju::l mi:‘-.-img
the mark by a gold bar. Capnalism may not
Lo 1|.1:.-L||:|;l.' bt it sure Feels like i, Then mgniﬂ. wicak
thought may not get us out of here bt at least

it doesn't upset the stomach, while strong

lhuuﬂ'l‘lt e fown oli ult lar ils own J:':I.HIII —

nu can't leave the theater hl.llllll1i||1.'. the critique.
The problem may well be the family. the bouwrgeois
nuclear family, but like the depo’ man says,

“The Tamily’s the only thing we've got.”
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# Canve me malteds, aive me malteds
& o turtledove boside ™
An AmEx card for the nursery
Moo b .Lu'l' tir I'I-ul pnnn[:li'h-nn riclo




¢

L

“Slimmer than the month of May, she pumped that *

Elgmu ."m.ru..n’mnflr: i 1”'“1“ fora ir!m: - .

Iu ar d pore npm:. with wany-cool gu tle :
f f
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‘The mirror in the aparmment glowed but i did no
reflect, at least not the thoughts that went through ns head,
whoever he 1s. Dampness enveloped the place,

like one of those woaden <entries ourside an old movie theater,
bt didn’t scem o touch anvthing, so that
he persisted in believing that the hght
that failed could be fxed with a fugue,



“Nothing suits us like our union suits.” Whao
saidd that? Nothing suiis us like our union suits

prless 1 be our transnational identibication with

the llows of capital, with products not
producers, with UF(s but not ULPs (unlair
labor practices). The alarm bells sound and
everybody's dancing to their bear while the

EﬂPlH.il'l tesis a]u:rnal e rrﬂ]'lll.‘l'"-';l.‘--"i rrllm T-Il-'l-'

bank vault, hifty feet below the sea lloor. Dhig
we must to keep from being buried alive. Where
there's life there's Coke and where there's
Coke can Dr. Brown's Pluri-Cala be Far behind
il you'd just let me take the reading skills
test-preparation course instead of making me waste
my time with all these books you're always
foisting on me, like so many greasy french
fries from a 70%s-theme coffee shop.
“Another 20-ounce frozen pincapple margarita
with a side of simusoy fish-hit Iingnrr.. sir?”
Just one more week at Reprobate Station, before

another week at Reprobate Station,




sent you a letler, & you shill don'f seem fo el il.
Yeour routine is my Qatorade, like the hen

coap you call your gray matier, you know,
upside your nasal canal. To you localization jus
means anether franchite localion, = lacation].
sure, o you Il fall off and find geweself
paddling en all fours, if you can cound

that kigh. Yew pive infuilion a bad name -
your inslinciual response imvariably gmdy up cauring
he mesd haem, espacially where leat! infended.

Your idea of movality i o drive a comant fruck

to & komeless sheller Bul, like my garireenterologis
always says, the thorlest dislance batiwsen fwe points
in te 1it down and waif Jill lomorrow

whes you'll have any number of elher chancas
le find someihing elo da.



Mow let me tell you what you really mean.
You're still nod listening. And the loguacious
wil you call loporrhea stopped ficking
belore we emerged from the primordial ooze
fo whal vou dignify with the name specics. It

LI

spoil avway. It docsn’t lake a weatherman lo
know that an il wand necds head rest and plenty of
ceptualization. The stump don’t work “cause the
ppers look the cell phone. Just because
I have no advice to sell doesn't mean
[he buzz 2aw's not jammed in the baklava
» A least with an infomercial you know
whire ‘I'll."',"'ll." COMTHIH from .|l|:-1r l::ll.'l.|l-;.l:-il.'
redeployment had been pushed back Ll opporumily
slops banging desperately al the portals —
them get your own planet!
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This is the story of the LOX and the FROWN,

You can [ollow along with me in your boek.

You will know it is Lime Lo Lurn the page

when you hear the chimes ring like this -
TEETT. One day, the LOX said Lo the FROWN,

“Let’s buy some bagels and go to the town.”
“I'm not up for that,” said the FROWN, with a
discouraging leer, “Whal do you say wo just
atay here™ TTTTT The LOX and the FROWN
had reached an impasse, TETEE | know,” said
Lher TOX, “let’s have a conversation,” “'m not sure
we can sustain a converaation,” anid the FROWN,
“What aboul the good life?” said the LOX. "o you
think you cun lead a good lifie if what you do
does not contribute to the good life for others?™
TETTT “Depends on whal you mean by good,”
snid the FROWRN, going oul of his way io

sound diginterested, “Good for whom? M

Cood in what asnse? “For me, the good has

got to be the good for everyone, and in the

idienl senae ” rupli.-l.'d Lhie IM. turning red, o AnYWay



redder. TTTET “Rut something that is avsthelically
good ia not necessarily ethically good. T mean

morality and art are more often ot odds than

oo, I may be that the nature of judgment, not

to say taste, 1s similar in sesthetics and ethices, but

the ends of each is quite distinet. TTTTT When

# aesthetics and ethics seem to clash, said the LOX,

“maybe it's because we have boxed both in as

separate, even conflicting. Maybe it's morality

and ethics that are at edds, and by the good

we mean some way o recognice both the basis

and the limits of our judgments.” TTETTT “Sppms
to mo.” said the FROWN in o smug tone, “that you're
putting a lot of energy into evading the fact that what's
pleasing to the tongue may be injurious to the
language - that the body has a different set

of interests than the body politic.” TTTET “T think
T will go into the town after all,” said the LOX to the FROWN.
“Conversation can gel you only so far,”




Bob’s Body Shop

Bob's Bait

Bob's Auto and Truck Repairs
Bob's Grocers

Bob's Ice Cream

Baob's Variely

Bah's Marine

Bob's Beach Miniature Goll
Bob's Bllliards

Bob’s Boat Rental

Bob's Camera and Craft

Bob’s Camping Eqguipment Co.

Bob's Canvas and Upholstery
Bob's Construction

Bob's Diner

Bob's Hardware

Bob's Train and Hobby Cenler
Bob's Pool Service

Bob's Garage

Bob's Laundromat

Bob's Log Homes

Bob's Novelty

Bob's Pancake House

Bob's RV Park
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Bob's Realty

Bob's Sell-Storage
Bob's Sports Outlet
Bob's Surf Shop
Bob's Taxi Co.
Bob's Motel

Bob's Welding

Boh's Flag and Pole Co.
Bob's Gill and Garden Center
Boh's Awning and Tenl



Bob’s Used Furniture and Antiques
Bob's Frames

Bob's Aulo Paris

Bob's Drywall

Bob's Haullng

Bob's Bungalows

Bob's Bearings, Inc.

Bob's Pharmacy

Bob's Leather Cralt

Bob's Glass Doclor

Bob's Barber Shop
Bob's Ducts
Eob's Heating and Cooling

Bob's Rooting and Siding

Bob's Vacuem and Appliance Repair
Bob’s Pallets and Skids

Bob’s Septic and Drain

Bob's Stationers

Bob's Tile
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Do tears fall if you don't push them? And “

il you ‘..".lell'.r." up In a !Il'_‘jl'.] Ut M Caraons,

q'ln-fn:. llmt mean you 1|.-'|:' '|:r||‘.t|'+r:'{| an Ihr.' lﬂ!g{* or I;]'I{'I.t

bailiffs are coming from the Argentine? 1

* I{I]L‘.I“ Ii"l..lt ll'l[" r._III'I'I! ATICE |Ilt il!lt" Ime I'l-l'.'l..."'i. o

e rThe d[‘lLI []"I.dl il comes nol frnm my

I['I'I;!E!I'Iq'llll_'"'l N SO Illn'l['l" ]rr_:,'un{l. Tl'lﬂ.t

each nigh[ and mn the da}' you are suffused
with a glow that is solid, sturdy, contained




or then again like the shine of the sun at play o — D

in the rippling water. It's something so utterly o

0 ordinary, unburdened by mystique or the __ .
®  romance of intoxication, riveting without
rivets, flush with the flesh of ycars. As one ]
Mlmrml into exultation or grounded to a circuit, @
or like the stew that simmers but does . .

not hoil, suttused passion eclipses s ——_ i —

int'atu;uud Ccousin, wlu}m' .~i|ullu:l.] imntensities are

- V consolation for, or premonitions of, that hire -9

that burns but will not expire. ST, et g e O e ———







The puppy is father to the dog, or possibly
_fﬂ#‘lﬂf—irt—l'.'hw, Or cousin — in any case: refated.

The mouse chases the cat but only in the poem.
Blankets of vermilion indecision plaster

the perimeter, then fade, [ike the row without

the boat, into presumptive disquisition. An

act absorbs an ax, or the other way around —
circuimspection overpowering its blotefuy neighbors ta
leap with Nijinskian ardour to the layered

logics of its subaltern flock. Wending while

waiting, entanglement buffets its trumpeting
truffles with a gleam of gloom about the
pupils, moving up the shore at several
Knots above pace. Or untie the bow

to release the boy to its destined foreclosure.



The gift is always less than it seems:
Commeodification will never compensate
for the empty package of our liveried lives.
If action is always compromised then speculation is
revving the engine before shifting to
overdrive. Lullabies reproach, laments detract,
the solemn songs delude - let language lead.
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