
2

And a l l  who come may u n d e r s ta n d ,  and go away
B efo re  n ig h t  re a c h e s  th e  s h o re .th is

"The p e r s o n ,"  Abe, i s  lo n e ly
As t h a t  W eenix "Head o f  a M an," o r  an o ld  and d i s c o lo r e d  u m b re l la .
N ear th e  p o s t o f f i c e  c a le n d e r  w ith  i t s  am azing d i g i t s
The c o lo re d  perfum e o f  " se n s e "  a p p r o p r i a t io n s  makes a k in d  o f  sh roud
Of m ere s l i p s  and p o s t s c r i p t s  o f  m e a n in g --h e re  i s  th e  c e n t r a l  o r i f i c e
Of a l l  th e  g i g a n t i c  v o c a b u la ry  o f  m ean ing , l i k e  a g a rd en  w ith  a c e n t r a l  s p o t  or  f lo w e r .
A g r a n i t e  t e r r a c e  e x te n d s  o u t i n to  so much t h a t  i s  f r e s h  and g re e n
As th o u g h  buoyed up by  th e  n e g a t io n  o f  i t s  own d is h o n o r in g  w e ig h t.

c o o l  c o m p a n y

H ere s k u lk s  and e th e r e a l  man. The c h i l d r e n  u s e d  to  crowd around w i th  to y s  and  go o d i e s ,
He.. .  a lw ays h ad a k in d  word o r  some l i t t l e  t h in g  f o r  th e m .
He used  to  o f f e r  th em  p r e s e n t s  o f  candy o r  l o l l i p o p s . . .

In  s u p p r e s s in g  t h e  i r o n  l i n k s  that c h a i n   you to  t h e  g r i m  d e s i r e  o f  r e a l ity
Be c a r e f u l  n o t  to  s u b s t i t u t e  go ld ones,
The e x e c ra b le  c h a r i t y  o f  p la t in u m  c u f f l i n k s  t h a t  v iew s
D ark n ess  and d i s a s t e r  s u rround i ng u s ,
Mass p i  M asts p i tc h e d  on th e  slow  and d e n o m in a tin g  t i d e  o f  i c e ,
The p e r p e t u a l  c a le n d a r  o f  r u b i e s ,  e m e ra ld s  and s a p p h ir e s
And o th e r  p r e c io u s  s to n e s , g le a n in g  th e  h e a r t  o f ru n n e ls  o f
The m ilk  o f human k in d n e s s ,  down to  my l a s t  u n sp e n t d o l l a r ,
G lad n ess  o f  w ak in g , s p o r t i v e  humor a f t e r  th e  t e r r i b l e  s t r a n g e n e s s
Of b e in g  a s le e p ,  y e t  th e  l e a t h e r  f i lm  t h a t  s t i l l  c o n f id e s  c o n f in e s  us
Asks in  v a in  th e  o f  t h e  p e a r - s h a p e d  head o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  s t r i d i n g  i n to  th e  room
B lack  as p i t c h  a f t e r  an u n e a sy  n ig h t  a p p ly in g  s e a l s  to  t h e  brown s c r o l l
Of d e b t o r 's  p r i s o n ,  j a i l  and p a n ic
U nder th e  u n e a sy  aw nings o f  a c a r e l e s s  l i f e .
Not e v e ry th in g  i s  p i c k n ic k in g  on th e  cam pus,
H a r lo t r y  and p e r f e c t i o n s , to d d l in g  o v e r  g re e n  f i e l d s
B r e a th le s s  w i th  e c to p la s m , from  th e  lo n g  ru n ,

t h a t

a

h e l i o c o p t e r

f l a k e s
by h e l io c o p te r

S h i r t t a i l s  h a n g in g  ou t  n u r tu r e d  by  c o a l f i e l d s
Who have ta u g h t  you to  e x i s t  in  th e  P y re n e s s  o f  c o n fu s io n
T h a t i s  y o u r  y o u t h 's  l i v i n g  im age and d a m n a tio n .

p y re s

Abe l i f t e d  t h e  b o t t l e  s l i g h t l y  c lo s e r  to  h i s  k n e e .
T he barm an ( d i s q u i e t i n g p e rs o n a g e )  r a i s e d  th e  b o tto m  o f  a tu m b le r
(Snow, f l i r t  and p ia n o )  t o  th e  l e v e l  o f  someone
Im b ib in g  v a r io u s  p e r s o n a l  f l a r e s .  A jackdaw  o f
U n d r i f t in g  d a rk  , d u s t  r o s e  o f  th e  c e n te r  o f  g ra y
B o t t l e s ;  w heedled  c a b s  b ro ach ed  t h e  t h e a t e r ' s

A b so rb in g

In d ig o  and m arb le  r e s o n a n c e s .A guy g o t o u t .
"W h ere  we a r e  t h a t  f a c t o r e n c r u s t s  d e n ta l  snow   work
On th e  umb il ic a l  l ow summi t s  o f  a v e ra g e  p l e a s u r e .
A g u y 's  m o t h e r  i s   l u g 's m o th e r  i s  h i s  t r u e  m e a su re , and
No m o th e r cou ld  lo v e  a n  u g ly  b o o b  l i k e t h a t , " a n d , l i k e  a t a i l o r
Remo v ing  t h e t a pe m eas u r e , " B a ts  f l o t  a round  tow n, S o m e ,
Not a l l ,  w i l l  r o o s t ;  the  o t h e r s  f r y  s t up e f a c t i o n
F o r w ise  g u y s ' wry b r a i n s .  { T h e  comm uter t r a i n s
P u l l  s lo w ly  away from  th e  p l a n e t .  Time i s  a smudge,
Reckoned by d i s t r i c t a t to r n e y 's  im pute .
S q u a re  b o x  o f  d ecay   m ix in g gr a in  and  g r a p e
To f r a u l e i n ' s n e c k la c e ,  s h o r t - c i r c u i t e d  sy s tem s o f  a b u s e ."


