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We c h i l d r e n  a r e  asham ed o f  o u r  b o d ie s
B ut we la u g h  a n d , dem anded, t a l k  o f  se x  a g a in
And a l l  i s  w e l l .  The w aves o f  m orn ing  h a r s h n e s s
F lo a t  away l i k e  c o a l - g a s  i n t o  t h e p e r e n n i a l  sk y .

[T o i l e t  t r a i n i n g  p ro v o k e s  an i n s t i n c t  o f  h a p p in e s s  in  t h e  a d u l t . ]
B ut how much s u r v iv e s ?  How much o f  a n y  one o f  u s  s u r v iv e s ?
The a r t i c l e s  w e 'd  c o l l e c t - - s t a m p s  o f  t h e  c o lo n ie s
W ith  g re a s y  c a n c e l l a t i o n  m ark s , m auve, m agen ta  and c h o c o la te ,
Or fu n n y  lo o k in g  d o g s  w e 'd  s e e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  o r # p a r t i c u l a r l y  b r ig h t  re m a rk s .
One man c o l l e c t s  b u l l e t s .  An I n d ia n a p o l i s ,  I n d ia n a ,  man c o l l e c t s  s l i  g s h o ts  o f  

a l l  e p o c h s , and so  o n .

s o f a  c u s h i o n s

S u b t r a c te d  from  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  th o u g h , t h e s e  go on a  l i t t l e  w h i le ,  c o l l e c t i n g  
a im le s s ly .  We s t i l l  s u p p o r t  th em .

B ut so  l i t t l e  e n e rg y  t o  t i d e  them  o v e r!  And up th e  s w o lle n  san d s
S ta g g e r s  t h e  d a rk n e s s  f i e n d ,  w i th  t h e  s to rm  f i e n d  c lo s e  b e h in d  him!
Tur e ,  m e lo d io u s  t o l l i n g  d o es  go on i n  t h a t  a w fu l pandem onium ,T r u e t h a t terrified
C e r ta in  r e s o n a n c e s  a r e  n o t  u t t e r l y  d i s p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  f r i g h t e n e d  eard rum
Some paroxysm s a r e  d in n in g  o f  ta m b o u r in e , o t h e r s  s u g g e s t  p ia n o  room o r  o rg a n  l o f t
F o r t h e  m ost d i s s o n a n t  n i g h t  charm s u s ,  even  a f t e r  d e a th .  T h is ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  

may b e  h a p p in e s s :  tu b a  n o te s  aw ash on th e  g r e a t  f l o o d ,  r u p tu r e s  o f  x y lo p h o n e , 
v i o l i n s ,  l im p e t s ,  g ra c e  n o t e s ,  t h e  m u s ic a l  in s t r u m e n t  c a l l e d  s e r p e n t ,  v i o l a  
da gam abas, a e o l i a n  h a r p s ,  p i n b a l l  m a c h in e s , e l e c t r i c  d r i l l s ,  que s a i s - j e  e n c o re !

The p e rfo rm a n c e  h as  r a p i d l y  re a c h e d  y o u r  e a r ;  s i l e n t  and t e a r - s t a i n e d ,  i n  t h e  
p o s t-m o rte m  s h o c k , you s ta n d  l i s t e n i n g ,  aw ash

Wi t h  m em o iries  o f  h a i r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  w e l l i n g  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  y o u ,
The g u r g l in g  o f  h a rp ,  cym bal, g lo c k e n s p ie l ,  t r i a n g l e ,  te m p le  b lo c k ,  E n g l is h  

h o rn  and m etronom e! And s t i l l  no p r e s e n tm e n t ,  n o t  f e e l i n g  o f  p a in  b e f o r e  o r  
a f t e r .  The p a s s a g e  s u s t a i n s ,  d o es  n o t  g iv e .

c l a v i c l e s

{Thus} you have  come f a r  in d e e d .
And

Y et t o  go from  " n o t i n t e r e s t i n g "  t o  " o ld  and u n i n t e r e s t i n g , "
To b e  su rro u n d e d  b y  f r i e n d s ,  t h o u g h  l a t e  i n  l i f e ,
To h e a r  t h e  w ings o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  {though} f a r . . .
Why do I  h u r r i e d l y  undrown m y se lf  t o  c u t  you down?
" I  am y e s te r d a y ,"  and my f a u l t  i s  p e r s o n a l ,
I  do n o t  e x p e c t my c o n s ta n t  a t t e n d a n c e ,  know ing m y se lf  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  y o u r  p r e s e n t  

demands
And I  have  a dim {presen tim en t}  t h a t  I  am t h a t  ot h e r  " I "  w i th  w h ich  w e  b e g a n . 

c h e ek s  a s  b la n k  w a l ls  t o  y o u r t e a r s  and e a g e rn e s s  
F o n d lin g  t h a t  o t h e r ,  a s  th o u g h  you had l e t  him f o r e v e r  g e t  away.

y o u r
e t e r n a l c u r r  ent

My

The e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  h e n c e f o r th  r e p l a c e d
By t h e  g r e a t  shadow  o f  t r e e s  f a l l i n g  o v e r  {an active}  l i f e .

The g r e a t  p ro b lem  i s  a  c h i l d ' s  d e v o tio n
To t h i s  n o rm a l and s h a p e le s s  e n t i t y . . .

And th e  young p o ly p h o n is t  s e i z e s  a  p e n h o ld e r ,  t o  w r i t e
A c ro ss  t h a t  d i r t  r o s e  t h a t  i s  o u r  " s c r a p s , "  t h e  l i t t l e  p u n ish m e n t b o o th
F o r g o t te n  a s  t h e  w ords f l y  b r i s k l y  a c r o s s b r in g in g  meaning e a c h  tim e
B rin g in g  down m ean ing  a s  snow from  a  low  s k y , o r  r a  b b i t s  f lu s h e d  from  a  wood.
How s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  n a rro w  p e r s p e c t i v e  l i n e s
Always seem t o  m e e t, a l th o u g h  p a r a l l e l ,  and t h a t  an  in s a n e  g h o s t  c o u ld  do t h i s ,
C ould  make th e  h o u se  seem so much f a r t h e r  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a s bands o f  y e l l o w


