
7

c

But t h e  y e a r   l i v e r y  o f  th e  y e a r ,  {the} c h a n g in g  a i r
B r in g s  ea ch  t o  h i s  t u r n .  L eav in g  p h r a s e s  u n f in i s h e d
G e s tu re s  h a l f - s k e t c h e d  a g a in s t  woodsmoke. The a b u n d an t sap
Oozes i n  g i r l s '  t h r o a t s ,  t h e  s t i c k y  w o rd s , h a l f - u t t e r e d ,  unw ished  f o r ,
A  b la n k e t  d i s b e l i e f ,  q u ic k ly  s u p p la n te d  by i d l e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  f a d e  i n  t u r n .
S lo w ly  t h e  mood t u r n s  t o  lo o k  a t  i t s e l f  as  some u r c h in

e n d

?

#
F o r g o t te n  b y  a  ro a d -b e d .  New schem es a r e  g o t te n  u p , new t a x e s ,
E a r th w o rk s . And t h e  h o u r  becom es l i g h t  a g a in .
G i r l s  wake up i n  i t .

th e  r o a d s id e

F o r  th e s e  r e a s o n s
I t  i s  b e s t  t o  rem a in  in d o o r s ., Be c a u se  t h e r e  i s  e r r o r
In  so  much p r e c i s i o n .  As f la m e s  a r e  f a n n e d , w is h f u l  t h in k i n g  a r i s e s
B e a r in g  i t s  own p r o p h e t s ,  i t s  p o in te d  r e f u s a l s . And j u s t  as a  d e s i r e
S e t t l e s  down a t  th e  end  o f  a  lo n g  s p r in g  d a y , o v e r  h e a th e r  and  w a te re d  s h o o t  and d r i e d  

ru s h  f i e l d

ig n o rin g

S o { f a t a l } e r r o r  i s  p l a i t e d  i n to  th o u g h t  d e s i r e s |n o t  y e t  b o rn .

T h e re fo re  t h e  p o s t  m ust b e  resum ed ( i s  b e in g  f a l s i f i e d
To be  f o r e v e r  in v o lv e d ,  t r a g i c a l l y ,  w i th  o n e 's  own im age?)
The c o o le r  s tu d io  l i g h t  s u d d e n ly  in v a  ded  by t h e  lo n g  c a s e m e n t- -v a lu e s  w ere t h e  one
She knows now. B ut th e  f l o o r  i s  p u l le d  a p a r t  b y  b e in g  g r a d u a l ly  p u l l e d  a p a r t
L ik e  e l a s t i c  u n d e r  th o s e  l im p id  f e e t .

a

s l o w l y
s t r a w

The m ost you c a n  sa y  i s  t h a t  sh e  d o es  r e t u r n .
And t h a t  t h e  added  t im e  f o r  th o u g h ts  lo n g  th o u g h t s , " a  b e d o f  n a i l s , "  c o u ld  n o t ,  i n  any 

c a s e ,  have b e e n  a v o id e d .
T he s k a t e r s  w a l t z .  She had b een  a sk e d  n o t  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  t h a t  d ay


