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t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f

a l a b a s t e r  b e e t l e s

(And H e lg a , i n  th e  m in u sc u le  a p a r tm e n t i n  J e r s e y  C i ty
I s  w e a r in g  th e  same k in d  o f  v i o l e t  d r e s s ,  t h e  c o lo r  o f  d e a th
P ro m u lg a te d  to  t h e  ra n k  o f  b lo s s o m s , i s  d raw in g  b r e a t h  a g a in
A gainstt t h e  d a rk  f i r e s of t h e  c i t y ,  f e a r  and i t s  im p lem en ts
P u r s u in g ,  once and f o r  a l l ,  a l l  chance  o f  r e s t .  And w ould  e n t e r

downThe q u i e t  y e a r s ,  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  b lo c k  s e t  i n  th e  m id d le  o f  l i f e
As in  a s u b u rb . But a l a s ,  l i f e  i s  c a r e l e s s n e s s .
And th e  v i o l e t ,  c o l o r l e s s  d e p th s  o f  t h a t  cu b e  b u t  r e p e a te d
As th o u g h  b y  a c c i d e n t ,  i n  f r i n g e s  h e r e  and t h e r e ,
On some sudden  le d g e .  Or i n  th e  f a d e d  b a c k s  o f  a m u s ic a l  album
On t h e  p ia n o  r a c k ,  r a f t  o f  t h e  w inds

And H e lg a , in  th e  m is e rq b le  a p a r tm e n t i n  J e r s e y  C i ty
I s  r e a c t i n g  v i o l e t  t o  t h e  same k in d  o f  d r e s s ,  i s  d raw ing  d e a th
Again in  b lo sso m s a g a in s t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  f i r e . .  p u l s in g
and know ing n o th in g  t o  su p e rb  v i o l e t  d i s t a n c e s  t h a t  i n t e r c a l a t e
T h is  c i t y .  I s  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  cube r e p e a te d .  Or i n  t h e  m u s ic a l  ab lum .

I t  i s  t im e  now f o r  a  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f
The m eaning o f a l l  t h i s .  The m eaning o f  H e lg a , im p o rta n c e  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g ,  e tc .
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f p a s s io n a te  b l u e s ,  e t c .  L a b e ls  on b o t t l e s
And a l l  k in d s o f  d i s c a r d e d  o b j e c t s  t h a t  o u g h t t o  be  d e s c r ib e d .
But can  one ev e r  be  s u re  o f  w h ich  o nes?
I s n ' t  t h i s  a d e a t h - t r a p ,  w a n tin g  to o  p u t  to o  much in
So t h e  f l o o r  s a g s ,  as u n d e r  t h e  w e ig h t o f  a  p ia n o ,  o r  p ia n o - le g g e d  g i r l
And t h e  w hole  house  o f  c a rd s  comes d in n in g  down a ro u n d  o n e 's  e a r s !

But t h i s  i s  an im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t  o f  th e  q u e s t io n
Which I  am n o t  r e a d y  t o  d i s c u s s ,  am n o t a t  a l l  re a d y  to o
T h is  l e a v in g - o u t  b u s in e s s .  On i t  h in g e s  th e  v e ry  im p o rta n c e  o f  w h a t 's  n o v e l
Or a u t o c r a t i c ,  o r  d e n se  o r  s i l l y .  I t  i s  a s  w e l l t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n
To i t  b y  e x a g g e r a t io n ,  p e rh a p s .  But c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n
I s n ' t  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  e x p la in in g ,  and a s  I  s a id  I  am n o t  r e a y
To l i n e  p h r a s e s  w i th  t h e  c o s t l y  s t u f f  o f  e x p la n a t io n ,  and s h a l l  n o t
W il l  n o t  do so j u s t  a t  t h e  moment. E xcpet t o  say  t h a t  th e  c a rn iv o ro u s
Way o f  th e s e  l i n e s  i s  t o  d e v o u r t h e i r  own n a tu r e ,  l e a v in g
N o th ing  b u t  a  b i t t e r  im p re s s io n  o f  a b s e n c e , w h ic h  as  we know in v o lv e s  p r e s e n c e ,  

b u t  s t i l l .
N e v e r th e le s s  t h e s e  a r e  fu n d a m e n ta l a b s e n c e s ,  s t r u g g l in g  to  g e t  up and be  o f f  

th e m s e lv e s .

And t h i s ,  t h u s ,  i s  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  t h i s  poems 
W hich t a k e s  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  s n o w  s t o r m   i s  i n  t h e  form  o f  f a l l i n g  snow
T h a t i s ,  t h a t  th e  i n d iv i d u a l  f l a k e s  a r e n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  

t h e  w y o le 's  becom ing  so much o f  a t r u i s m
T h a t t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e  i s  a g a in  p u t  i   c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t io n ,  t o  be d e n ie d  f u r t h e r  

o u t ,  a n d  a g a in  and a g a in  l i k e  t h i s .
H ence, n e i t h e r  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  f l a k e ,
Or t h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  t h e  w h o le  im p re s s io n  o f  t h e  s to rm , i f  i t  has a n y , i s  wha  t  i t  i s
But th e  rhythm  o f  th e  s e r i e s  o f  th e  r e p e a te d  jum ps, from  a b s t r a c t  i n to  p o s i t i v e  

and b a c k  i n to  a s l i g h t l y  le s s d i l u t e d  a b s t r a c t .

M ild e f f e c t s  a r e t h e  r e s u l t .

I  c a n n o t t h in k  any  more o f  g o in g  o u t i n to  a l l  t h a t ,  w i l l  s t a y  h e re
W ith  my m ild  sc h m erzen . B e s id e s  t h e  wtorm i s  a l lm o s t  o v e r .
H aving f ro z e n  th e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u s t  i n to  a s t r a n g e  s t y l e  w i th  th e  l i p s
An  t h e  t e e t h  t h e m ost di s t i n c t  p a r t  o f  th e  w hole  m ess .

I t  i s  t h i s  m adness t o  e x p l a i n . . .


