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(no sp a ce  h e re )

[ A ll t h i s  m ust go in to  a l e t t e r . ]
A lso th e  f e e l i n g  o f  b e in g  l i v e d ,  lo o k in g  f o r  p e o p le ,
And th e  g ra d u a l  p e a c e  and r e l a x a t i o n
T h a t b o i l  down, th ro u g h  r i n gs o f  c o ld  and f a t i g u e
S m earin g  much o f  th e  day i n t o  f e a r   down
At f i n d you n o t i n , b loody  from  b e a t in g /d o o r s , and i  com prehsn i b l e

But an a r c h i t e c u r e
Made o f  u s  l i k e  r a i n  commands a v iew
Of i t s  p l a i n .  T h e r e 's  n o th in g le a d in g  t o  i t s  f o o tm a n 's em pathy . I t  i s  t h e

a t t r a c t i o n  of t h i s  mucus
But t h e r e ' s  no p e r s o n a l  in v o lv e m e n t
T hese  sudden  b u r s t s  o f  h o t and c o ld
Are w re a th e d  in  sh a d o w less  i n t e n s i t y
Whose moment s a p s  them  o f  a l l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
Thus b e g in n in g  to  r e s t  you a t  once know.

Once t h e r e  was a p o in t  in  t h e s e  i s l a n d s ,
Coming t o se e  w here th e  ro c k  h as  r o t t e d  aw ay,
Buying m ilk , and becom ing a p o i  t i n y  p o i n t  in  th e  d i s t a n c e .

But w a r 's  s a v a g e r y . . . .  Even th e  m ost p a t i e n t  s c h o la r ,  now
Could h a r d ly  r e c o n s t r u c t  th e o ld  f o r t  exa c t l y  as i t  was
T h a t t r e e s  c o n tin u e  to  wave o v e r  i t .  T h a t t h e r e  i s  a ls o  a s m a ll  museum somewhere 

i n s i d e
T hat th e  h i s t o r y  o f  costum e i s a no l e s s  f a s c i n a t i n g  s tu d y  th a n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  

g r e a t  mig r a t i o n s .
I 'd  l i k e  to  b u g g e r you a l l  up
D e l ib e r a t e ly  f a l s i f y  a l l  y o u r  o ld  s u c k -a s s  n o t io n s
Of how c h iv a l r y  i s  b e in g  l i v e d .  What goes on in  b e e h iv e s .
But t h e  w hole ro t t en m ess , d e l i b e r a te   m is u n d e rs ta n d in g s  in c lu d e d
P rob lem s a b o u t th e  t u n i c  b u t to n  e t c .  How much o f  any  one p e rs o n  i s  t h e r e .

S t i l l ,  a f t e r  b a n a n as  and sp o o n b read  in  th e  shadow o f  th e  o ld  w a l ls
I t  i s  c o o lin g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  shadow o f  e a v e s  in  t h e  show er
T hat p ro b a b ly  f e l l  w h ile  we w ere i n s i d e ,  ex am in in g  bow knots
Old l i g h t - b u l b  s o c k e t s ,  p l a c e s  w here t h e  w h itew ash  had begun to  f l a k e
W ith  h e re  and t h e r e  an  o ld  map o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  H e r e 's  one f o r  i n s t a n c e - -
Looks l i k e  a  w e a th e r  m a p . . .  o r  a c o i le d  b i t  o f  w a l lp a p e r  w i th  a d e s ig n
Of fa d e d  h o l ly h o c k s ,  o r  a b s t r a c t  f r u i t  and gum drops i n  c h a in s

The wind soughs c a r e f u l l y  in  th e  u m b re l la  p i n e s .
How n ic e  t o  l i e  on o n e 's  b a c k , lo o k in g  up
I n to  t h a t  w o r l  b i r d - h o p p in g  w orld  o f  f le c k e d  s u n l ig h t  and shadow.
But how i s  i t  you a r e a lw ays in d o o r s ,  lo o k in g  th ro u g h  a t  t o o - h e a v i ly

p e e r in g  a t  t o o - h e a v i l y  c a n c e l le d  stam ps th ro u g h

n a s t y

f in g e r p r in te d
a g r e a sy  m a g n ify in g  g la s s ?

And s lo w ly  th e  in c o h e r e n c ie s  o f  day  m elt in
A g e n e ra l  w is h f u l  th in k in g  o f  n ig h t
To p e ru s e  c e r t a i n  s t a r s  o v e r  th e  b a y .
C a ta r a c t s  o f  p e a c e  p o u r  from  th e  p o is e d  heav en s
And o n ly  f e a r  o f  sn a k es  p r e v e n ts  u s from  p a s s in g  th e  n ig h t  i n  th e  op en a i r .
The day  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a t  an end .


