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La

Now you must s h i e l d  w i th  y o u r  body i f  n e c e s s a r y  (you
Remind me o f  some lummox I u sed  to  know) th e  s e c r e t  y o u r  body i s .
Y es, you a re  a s e c r e t  and you m ust NEVER t e l l  i t - - t h e  f r e e z in g  v a p o r
Of th e  s t a r s  would q u ic k ly  f r e e z e  you to  d e a t h ,  l i k e  a t e a r - s t i f f e n e d  h a n d k e c h ie f
In  some l i q u i d  a i r .  No, b u t  t h i s  s e c r e t  i s i n  some way th e  f u e l  o f
Your l i v i n g  a p a r t .  A h e a r t h - f i r e  p ic k e d  up in  t h e  glow o f  th e  p o l i s h e d
Wooden f u r n i t u r e  a n d p ic tu re  f ra m e s , so m e th in g  to  t u r n  away from  and move b ack  t o - -
U n d e rs tan d ?  T h is  i s  a l l  a p a r t  o f  you and th e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  you .

in d e n t

H ere comes th e  an sw er: i s  i t  b e c a u se  a p p le s  grow
On t h e  t r e e ,  o r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  g re e n ?  An a v e ra g e  day you may n e v e r  know
How much i s  pushed  i n to  th e  n i g h t ,  n o r  w hat may r e t u r n
To s u lk  c o n te n te d ly ,  h a l f  a s le e p  and h a l f  awake
By th e  arm o f a c h a i r  p o in te d  i n t o
The p a i n t i n g  o f  f i r e ,  o r  r e a c h ,  i n  a coma
Out o f  th e gard en  f o r  f o r e ig n  s tu d e n t s .
Be s u re  th e  g ia n t  w ould know f a l l i n g  a s l e e p ,  b u t  t h e  f r e o z e n  d r o p le t s  r e v e a l
A m ixed s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich th e  p e n is
S cored  t h e  o f f e r  b y  f ix e d  m arches in to  w hat i s .
One b la c k  s p o t re m a in e d .

I f  I  s h o u l d . . .  i f  I  s a id  you w ere t h e r e
T h e . . .  to w e rin g  p e a c e  a b o u t us m igh t
Hold up th e  way i t  b r e a k s - - t h e  monsoon
Move a p e b b le ,  t o  th e  p lum b ing  c o n t r a c t ,  c a t a r a c t .
T h e re  has g o t t o  b e  o n ly - -  t h e r e  i s  g o in g  t o  b e
An a c c e n t  on th e  p o r ta b l e  bunch  o f  g ra p e s
The tim e  th e  m ildew ed s e a s  c a s t  th e
H ygrom eter to o  f a r  away . You re a d  i n t o  i t
The m eaning o f  t e a r s ?  su rv e y  o f  o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .t h e


