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T h a t one day
I t  was a q u e s t io n  o f  me, o r  t h a t  p e o p le  may
Have s :p o k e n  o f  me, i s  one and th e  sam e.
An e x i l e  from  th e  l i f e  o f  c i t y  s t r e e t s
F o r f i r m l y  th a n  i f  p la c e d  on some d e s e r t  i s l a n d
In  th e  m idd le  o f  now here , i n  th e  P a c i f i c ' s  v a s t  anonymous s t r e t c h e s .

The g ra y  w a s te s  o f  w a te r  su rro u n d
My puny l i t t l e  s h o a l .  Som etim es s to rm s  r o l l
Trem endous b i l lo w s  f a r  up on t h e  g ra y  sand  b e a c h , and t h e  m orn ing

A f t e r ,  odd tu s k e d  m o n s te rs  l i e  s t i n k i n g  in  t h e  t r o p i c  su n .
They a re  i n e d i b l e .  F o r fo o d , t h e r e  i s  o n ly
B r e a d f r u i t ,  and b e r r i e s  g a r n ish ed  g a rn e re d  in  th e  j u n g l e 's  in n e r  r e a c h e s ,
W rested  from  s c o rp io n  and p o iso n o u s  s n a k e . F re sh  w a te r  i s  a p ro b le m .
A f te r  a r a i n  you w i l l  f in d  some n e s t l i n g  in  t h e  h o llo w  t r u n k  o f  a t r e e ,  

o r  in  h o llo w  s to n e s .

O n e 's  o n ly  fo rm  o f  d i s t r a c t i o n  i s  r e a l l y
To c lim b  to  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  o n e t a l l  c l i f f  to  sc an  t h e  d i s t a n c e s .
Not f o r  a s h ip ,  o f  c o u r s e - - t h i s  i s l a n d  i s  f a r  from  a l l  th e  t r a d e  r o u t e s - -
But in  hopes o f  an u n u s u a l  s i g h t ,  su ch  as  a  s c h o o l  o f  d o p h in s  a t  p l a y ,
A w hale  s p o u t in g ,  o r  a co rm o ran t b e a r in g  down on i t s  p r a y .
So h ig h  t h i s  c l i f f  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e b b le  b each  f a r  be low  seem s made o f  g r a v e l .
Halway down, t h e  c h a f f s  and crow s lo o k  l i k e  b e e s .
N ear by a re  t  he n e s t s  o f  v u l t u r e s ,  cu   th e y  c lu c k  sumpat h e t i c a l l y  in  my d i r e c t i on
(W hich w i l l  n o t p r e v e n t  them from  re n d in g  me lim b  from  lim b  once I  have k ick e d  o f f
F u r th e r  down, andway o v e r  to  one s i d e ,  a r e  n e s t s  o f  e a g l e s ,
Alway s  f u s s i n g , f o u l in g  t h e i r  b ig s  n e s t s ,  t h e y  a lw ays seem to  manage t o  t u r n  t h e i r

bac ks to  y o u .
The g la s s  i s  low ; no do u b t we a r e in  f o r  a s to rm .

S u re  enough; i n  t h  e p a le  g ra y  nand o ra n g e  d i s t a n c e s ,  t o  th e  l e f t ,  a
W a te rsp o u t i s  becom ing d i s t i n c t l y  v i s i b l e .  B e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  t e r r i f y i n g ;
D e l i c a t e ,  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  l i k e  a w a t e r c o l o r  b y  t h a t  19t h  c e n tu r y  E ng lishm an  whose 

name I  f o r g e t
( I  am b e g in n in g to  f o r g e t  e v e ry th in g  on t h i s  i s l a n d ;  i f  o n ly  I  had b een  a l l owed

to  b r in g  my t e n  f a v o r i t e  books w ith  m e--
But a w e a th e re d  c h i l d ' s  a lp h a b e t  i s  my o n ly  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l - - l u c k i l y ,
some o f t h e  b i r d s  and a n im a ls  on t h e  i s l a n d  a r e  p i c t u r e d  in  i t - - t he a l a b a t r o s s , 

f o r  i n s t a n c e - - t h a t ' s  a name I  n e v e r  w ould  have rem em bered)

I t  lo o k s  a s  th o u g h  th e  s to r m -f ie n d  w ere  p la n n in g  t o  k ic k up q u i t e  a ru c k u sI t  lo o k s  a s  th o u g h  th e  s to r m -f ie n d  we r e  p la n n in g  t o  k ic k  up q u i t e  a ru c k u s
F o r  t h i s  e v e n in g . I  had b e t t e r  b e  g e t t i n g  b ack  t o  t h e  t e n d ,
Make s u re  e v e ry th in g  i s  s h ip s h a p e , w e ig h t down th e  can v as w i th  e x t r a  s to n e s ,
Bank th e  f i r e , and p r e p a r e  m y se lf  a l i t t l e  h a r d - t a c k  and t e a

F o r th e  e v e n in g 's  r e p a s t . S t i l l ,  i t  i s r at h er b e a u t i f u l up h e re


