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H is  day  i s  b r e a k in g  o v e r  th e  e a s t e r n  m o u n ta in s , a t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way he t e l l s  i t .
O nly  t h e  c r a t e r  o f  b e c o m in g --a  s e a le d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s - - r e s i s t s  th e  p r o f a n in g  mess o f  th esu n .
You who automa t i c a l l y  s n e e r  a t  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  comes a lo n g , e x c e p t y o u r own work,  o fc o u r s e ,
Now f e e l  th e  c u r io u s  f o r c e  o f  t h e  in v a s io n ;  i t s  s o l d i e r s ,  a l l  and som e,

A p a r t  o f  you th e  m in u te  th e y  a p p e a r . I t  i s  a s  th o u g h  workmen in  b lu e  o v e r a l l s
Were c o n s ta n t ly  b r in g in g  on new p ro p s  and t a k i n g  o th e r s  away: t h a t  i s  how you f e e l

t h e  drama g o in g  p a s t  y o u , p o w e r le s s  t o a c t  in  i t .
To have i t  a l l  b e  p a s t !  To wake su d d e n ly  on a h i l l s i d et h e  c lo u d s - -
W i t h  a  v a l l e y  f a r  b e lo w - - th e  k ind  t h a t  a re  f l a t  on th e  b o tto m , w ith  lo n g  t a i l s ,
Roll away, l e a v in g  a o p la s t r o n  o f  i l l f e e l i n g . . .
As
And i n  some b r ig h t  e n v iro n m en t d a f t
Im ag in ary  c o h o r ts  j o in  th e  f r a y

The c u i s i  n e  of t h i s  p la c e  has d r iv e n  me made
I  s h a l l  have t o  ru n  a w a y -- I  been  so lo n g  away from  y o u - -
There i s  a c h e a p e r  f i g u r e ,  how ever, c a l l e d  "The T a lk in g  H and."
Q u ite  a num ber o f th e s e  make a good d e c o r a t iv e  f r i e z e .

You m igh t t r y  i n t e r s p e r s i n g  them w ith  s e p a r a te  f lo w e r s - -
P e o n ie s  and v i o l e t s  a r e  g ood t o  b e g in  w i th - - o h  I  know
You d o n 't  w ant to  h e a r  t h e  r e s t  o f  i t - - S a r d i n i a  v i o l e t s
e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  from  th e  re g io n  o f  G o n n o sfa n ad ig a , r a p t u r o u s l y
sn a tc h e d  from  th e  s u rro u n d in g  s l o p e s  ) t a l k  more abou t th e  storm sO  i n h a b i t a n t s

c h a r c t e r i s t i c s - - l o v i n g  t o  go o u t  a t  n i g h t - - e t c . )
--h o w  t  e s to rm  f ie n d s  l i e  in  w a i t  in  m id-sum m er, a t h i r s t  f o r  c a la m i ty .
When th ro u g h  s o f t  a i r  c a l l i n g
D is ta n t  day  re so u n d s  to  t y i s  c ry :  P o s tp o n e  th e  e v i l !  u n d e r l in in g
The r e p l y  you f e e l  s w e a tin g  o u t  a dream

T h at th e  f ra g m e n ts  a re  c a s t r a t e d ,  c a u g h t up in  t u n n e l s
And s p a t  o u t l i k e  commands. And th e  w hole th in g  d e f i n i t e l y  tu r n s  on i t s e l f
To r e tu r n  e x a c t ly  to  y o u .

T h a t i s  th e  p en an ce  you have a lr e a d y d o n e ;
Janua r y ,  M arch, F e b ru a ry . We a re  l i v i n g  tow ard  a d e f i n i t i o n
Of th e  p e a c e f u l l e s t  a p p e t i t e ,  th e n  you se e

The m s ta n d in g  around lim p and h u n g ry  l i k e  a d ja c e n t  c lo u d s .

Soon t h e re i s  t o  he  ex c hange o f  id e a s  and
F a r  more b e a u t i f u l  h a n d sh ak e , unde r  th e  c o a t  o f
W eather i s  u n d e c id e d  r i g h t  now.
P o s tp o n e  th e  e x p la n a t io n .
The e l e c t i o n  i f  to  be  h e ld  to m o rro w , u n d e r  th e  t r e e s .

You f  e l t  th e  m onths keep coming up
And i t  i s  December a g a in ,
The snow o u t s i d e .  Or i s  i t  June f u l l  o f  sun
And th e  p ru d e n t  b e n e f i t s  o f  su n , b u t  s t i l l  t h e  postm an  com es.
The t r u e  m ean i g o f  some o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  i s s l i g h t - -


