
IV-B

W il l  be  a b la z e  w ith  d ro p s  o f  r a i n
L ike  t h e  t e a r s  i n  t h e  eye o f  sad  p r e s i d e n t s
On th e s e  e n d le s s  r o l l s  o f  c a n c e l le d  s ta m p s .
In  th e  f o r e s t  o f  unknow ledge , sed g e
O v erto p s th e  canyon o f  u n rp o v en  r e a l i t y
And th o u g h t  i s  drow ned o u t by  th e  r o a r i n g  o f  t h e  c a sc a  des o f  ig n o ra n c e ;

T h a t th e  p r o o f  o f  e v e ry th in g
R e a l ly  p ro v e s  so l i t t l e .  W ith s t i l l  th e  m adness
Of e v e r y th in g  b a rk in g  th ro u g h  t h e  y e a r s .
P e rh a p s  s le e p  i s  o n ly  a n o th e r  t h i n g ,  a p ie c e  o f  wood

You sto p p ed  t o  p  s to o p e d  to  p ic k  up y e a r s  ag o .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e  b i r d  f le w  c u r io u s ly  away.
Or crumb o f m oss, to o  t i n y  t o  be  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .

The day  was g lo v e s .

How f a r  from  t h e  u s u a l  s ta te m e n t
About t im e , i c e - - th e  w e a th e r  i t s e l f  had g o n e .

I  mean t h i s :  th ro u g h  th e  y e a rs
You have ap p ro ach ed  and in v e n to r y .
And i t  i s  now t h a t  tom orrow
I s  g o in g  to  be th e  c lim ax  o f  y o u r c a s u a l
s ta te m e n t  a b o u t y o u r s e l f ,  begun
So lo n g  ago in  h u m il i ty  and f a l s e  q u ie tu d e .

The sa n d s  a re  f r a n t i c
In  t h e  h o u r g la s s .  But t h e r e  i s  t im e
To ch an g e , to  u t t e r l y  d e s t r o y
T hat t o o - f a m i l i a r  im age
L u rk in g  in  th e  g la s s
Each m orni g , a t  th e  e ge o f th e  m ir r o r .

The t  in g  i s  t h a t  y o u r  c o n t i n u i t y
I s  ne v e r  w hat i s  e x p e c te d ,
T h u s . . .  In  th e  end we have y o u r
C om plete image j u s t  t  e  same
J u s t  as th e  s e t t i n g  o f  a  p la y  n e v e r  c h a n g es .
We a r e  The voyage h a s n o t y e t  b eg u n .

The t r a i n  i s  s t i l l  in  th e  s t a t i o n .
Y ou o n ly  dream ed t h a t  i t  was in  m o tio n .
So t h e r  i s  freedom  t o  be  moved
A g a in . To s lo w ly  r a i s e  o n e s e l f
Hand o v e r  h an d , l i f t i n g  o n e 's  e n t i r e  w e ig h t
By o n e s e l f .  F o rg e t  t h e r e  wa s  e v e r


