
Today
A few  sn o w fla k e s  a r e  f a l l i n g  in  t h e  a i r s h a f t
And my e x i l e  i s  f u l l  o f  m eaning  to  me in  t h i s  w ay
The m in u te  t h e  d o o r s h u t  b e h in d  me I  lau g h ed
And g r ip p in g  th e  jamb o f  t h e  d o o r ,  began  to  sway
Backward and fo rw a rd , d a f t
W ith t h e s e n s a t io n  o f  l o n e l i n e s s ,  a f r a y
Of c o lo re d  s e n s a t io n s  t h a t  w a f t
P e a c e f u l ly  a c ro s s  th e  g ra y
Of o r d in a r y  f e e l i n g s ,  l ik e  s t  s m a ll  c r a f t
When th e y  p u t  up s to rm  s i g n a l s  l a t e  in  May
H enceforth , a  p r i s o n e r  on a b o b b in g  r a f t

Of d i f f e r e n c  i n d i f f e r e n c e , I 'd  o f  r a f t
Of f e e l i n g s  t o  s o r t  o u t .  |Th a t  one day

a

I t  was a  q u e s t io n  o f  m e, o r  th a  t  p eo p le may
Have sp o k en o f  m e , | was one and th e  sam e: no s h a f t
Could now wound me, no c r a f t
P e r p le x .  A cross t h e  way
The sun w as s in k in g ,  c a s t i n g  g ra y
Shadows on t h e  f r o n t  o f t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  I  lau g h ed
A g a in , f e e l i n g  sa d n e s s  w a f t
L ike  a s o o th in g  c u r r e n t .  The sway
Of m e la n ch o ly  had o f f i c i a l l y  b eg u n , co u ld  f r a y
A c u r t a i n .  D a ft

L i t t l e  b i r d s  h a rp ed  on i t ;  d a f t
I  rem em bered a p e a c h  o r c h a r d ,  l i k e  a r a f t
Of f r a g r a n t  b lo s s o m s , a n o th er  day t o  f r a y
I t  was a p r a ir i e  a p a th  th ro u g h  hushed  s e a s .  A n o th e r d ay

h a l f

I t  was t he sam e, o r  t a l l  g ra  r e e d s  sway
And y e t  t h in g s  rem a in  th e  sam e. Thus one may
L iv e  on and  o n , m in d le s s  of p e a n u ts  t h a t  w a f t
T h e i r  sm e ll  y  o u r  w ay, l i k e  a sh  a f t .
The o ld  j a n i t r e s s  lau g h e d
To h e a r  u s  t h e r  e

a s

H e w i l l  h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o

f i n d
o u t  a l l  a b o u t  i t , t h e

w a y  t h a t  p e o p l e  d o


