
V - I I I
The w ind  h as  d ro p p e d , b u t  th e  magnol i a  b lo sso m s s t i l l
F a l l  w i th  a p lo p  o n to  th e  d r y , spongy ea  r t h .
The e v e n in g  a i r  i s  p e s t i f e r o u s  w i th  g n a ts . (m id g es)
We w alk  b ack  t o  th e  hou se  t a k in g  o u r  t im e  a b o u t i t
B ecause t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  f o r  d in n e r
O nly  h o t w a te r  and  a c o u p le  o f  s h i t - s m e a re d  e g g s .

T h e re i s  o n ly  one way t o  co m p le te  th e  p u z z le :
By f in d i n g  a  ro o f - s h a p e d  p e a c e  p i e c e  t h a t  i s  l im e - g r e e n  f a d in g  to  b u f f  a t  o n e  edge.

I  had th o u g h t  o f  an n o u n c in g  my engagem en t  to  you
The day of th e  f i r s t  f u l l  moon o f  X m onth .

Though i t  i s  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M arch , a  few

s i d e

R u sse t and y e l l  ow w a l l  f lo w e r s  a re  b loom ing  in  th e  b o r d e r
P r o te c te d  b y  some m oss-g row n , f ra g m e n ta ry  m ason ry .
T e rm ite s  a re  a t  w ork in  t h e  lo n g  c e n t r a l  ro o f-b e a m .

One m orn ing  you a p p e a r  a t  b r e a k f a s t
D re s se d , a s  f o r  a v o y a g e , i n  y o u r  w o r s t  s u i t  o f  c l o t h e s .
An o v e r  a p o t  o f  c o f f e e ,  o r ,  m ore a c c u r a t e l y ,  r u s t e d  w a te r
Announce y o u r  i n t e n t i o n  o f l e a v in g  me a lo n e  in  t h i s  c i s t e r n - l i k e  h o u s e .
In  y o u r  own b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  I  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  d e c id e  n o t  to  b e l i e v e  y  o u .

A c u r io u s  wooden v e h ic l e  you h a v e , n e i t h e r  c a r t  n o r  s l e d .
The wooden r u n n e r s  sw ish  q u i te  m e r r i l y  o v e r  th e  oozy  g r a s s .
You had th o u g h t  i t  o n ly  b ig  enough f o r  one b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  i t  h o ld s  two q u i t e  com-

f o r t a b l y .

In  th e  d i s t a n c e ,  acad em ic  s p i r e s .
We a re  a p p ro a c h in g  M, a s u b - p r e f e c tu r e  o f  Z p r o v in c e .  ( l i v e l y )
H ere we s h a l l  f in d  fo o d , a n i g h t ' s  lo d g in g ,  a n d , i f  we a r e  lu c k y ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  c o n -  

v e r s a t i o n .

" H a rd -b o ile d  eggs and honey
Have e v e r  b een  my p r i n c i p a l  s u s te n a n c e .
A l i t t l e  w a te r  ta k e n  a t  dawn, i n  th e  e v e n in g  some s e a w e e d -b ro th
And some W ith p e rh a p s  some c o rn - s u g a r  c r y s t a l s  on s p e c i a l  f e a s t - d a y s
Are enough f o r  th e  s a g e .  C in d e r -n lo c k  c u s h io n s  on a g r a n i t e  couch

H e f i n d sAre to o  s o f t  f o r  him ; he  weeps w i th  g e n t l e  r a g e . "
The t i r e s o m e  o ld  man i s  t e l l i n g  u s  h i s  l i f e  s t o r y .
He was b o rn ,  i t  seem s , lo n g  a g o , nea r  th e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  D d i s t r i c t
In  t h e  h e a r t  of th e  fam ous p i t c h - p i n e  f o r e s t s  t h e r e .  A l i f e t i m e  o f  among t r e e s
Has made him s a llo w  and l i s t l e s s ;  h i s  h e a r t  i s  l i k e  a fu n g u s
Deep in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  some d ism a l wood.
"At t h i r t y - t w o  I  came up to  t a k e  my e x a m in a tio  n s  a t  X u n i v e r s i t y .
The U  wax f a c t o r y ,  i t  seem ed, w an ted  a new g e n e r a l  m anager.
I  was t h e  s o le  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e  jo b ,  b u t  i t  was r e f u s e d  me.
So I  hve p r e f e r r e d  t o  f i n i s h  my l i f e
In  t h e  q u ie tu d e  o f t h i s  f l o r a l  r e t r e a t . "
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