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The wind th r a s h e s  t h e m aple s e e d -p o d s ,
The w hole  b r i l l i a n t  m ass come s s p a t t e r i n g  down.

T h is  i s  my f o u r t e e n t h  y e a r  as g o v e rn o r  o f C p r o v in c e .
I  was l i t t l e  more th a n  a la d  when I  f i r st  came h e r e .
Now I  am o ld  b u t  s c a r c e ly  any w i s e r .
So l i t t l e  a r e w h ite  h a i r s  and a w r in k le d  fo re h e a d  a s ig n  o f wisdom!

To s lo w ly  r a i s e  o n e s e l f
Hand o v e r  han d , l i f t i n g  o n e 's  e n t i r e  w e ig h t . ;
To f o r g e t  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y
Of some more p o l i t i c  m ovem ent. T h a t fre e d o m , c o u rag e
And p l e a s a n t  company cou ld  e x i s t .
Tha t  has alw ays b een  b e h in d  y o u .

An e a r l i e r  l i t i g a t i o n :  wind h a rd  in  t h e to p s
Of th e  baggy  e u c a ly p tu s .

Today I  w r o te ,  "The s p r in g  i s  l a t e  t h i s  y e a r . "
In  th e  e a r l y  m orn ings t h e r e  i s  h o a r - f r o s t  on th e  w a te r  m eadow s.

And ic e  p a p e rs  o v e r  th e  f ro z e n  m ud on t h e h ig h w ay ."
I f  you go o u t t o  t h e  w e s te rn  g a te ,  w i l l  any ody be l i k e l y  to  m eet you?

The day  was g lo v e s .

How f a r  from  th e  u s u a l  s ta te m e n t
About t i me ,  i c e - - t h e  w e a th e r  i t s el f  had gone.

r u t s

I  mean t h i s :  th ro u g h  th e  y e a rs
You have ap p ro ach ed  and in v e n to r y .
And i t  i s  now t h a t  tom orrow
I s  g o in g  to  be  th e  c lim ax  o f  y o u r  c a s u a l
S ta te m e n t abou t y o u r s e l f ,  begun
So l o n g ago in  h u m il i ty  and f a l s e  q u ie tu d e .

The sa nds a re  f r a n t i c
In  th e  h o u r g la s s .  But t h e r e  i s  tim e
To c h a n g e , t o  u t t e r l y  d e s t r o y
Tha t  t o o - f a m i l i a r  im age
L u rk in g  in  th e  g l ass
Each m o rn in g , at  th e  edge o f  th e  m i r r o r .

s i t t i n gThe t r a i n  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n
You o n ly  dream ed i t  was in  m o tio n .


