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T here  a re  o n ly  a few t r a v e l e r s  on Z h ig h  ro a d .
From b e h in d  s h u t t e r s  a p a i r  o f  b la c k  eyes a r e  w a tc h in g  them .
They b e lo n g  to  th e  w if e  o f  P , th e  h ig h  s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l .

I t  was f o r ty - o d d  y e a r s  a go I  f i r s t  s aw you
Coming o v e r  t h e  s e lf - s a m e  t r a c k .

And I  s t i l l  w alk  o u t t o  m eet y o u .
The s c re e n  d o o r b angs in  th e  w in d , one o f  t h e  h in g e s  i s l o o s e .
And t o g e t h e r  we lo o k  b ack  at  t h e  ho u s e .
I t  c o u ld  u se  a coa t  o f  p a in t
E x cep t t h a t  I  am to o  p o o r  t o  h i r e  a w orkm an.

I  have a l l  I  can do to  keep body and s o u l  t o g e t h e r .
And s o o n , even t h a t  r e l a t i v e l y  s im p le  t a s k  may p ro v e  to  be  beyond my p o w e rs .

T hat was a good jo k e  you pla y e d  on th e  o t h e r  g u e s ts .
A jo k e  o f s i l e n c e .

One s e iz e s  t h e s e  moments as th e y  come a lo n g , a f r a id
To b e l i e v e  to o  much i n  th e  h app i n e s s  t h a t  m ig h t r e s u l t
Or c o n f id e  to o  m uch  o f  o n e 's  lo v e  and f e a r ,  even  in
O n e s e lf .

The s p r i n g , th o u g h  m ild ,  i s  i n c re d ib l y  w e t .
I  have s p e n t  t he a f te rn o o n  b lo w in g  s oap-bub b l e s
And am u n f i t  f o r  th e  company o f  my f e l lo w  humans .

And s o  i t  i s  wi t h  a f e e l i n g  o f  d e l i g h t  I  r e a l i z e  I  am
All a lo n e  in  th e  s k i t t i s h da r k n e s s .

The b irc h - p o d s  come c l a t t e r i n g  down on th e  mo s s - gro w n  m arb le  pav em ent.
And a c u r l  o f  amoke s ta n d s  above th e  t r i a n g u l a r  wooden r o o f .

S e v e n te e n  y e a r s  in  th e  c a p i t a l  o f  Foo-Yung p ro v in c e !
A - h i i - y ! A - h i i - y !
S u r e ly  woman was b o rn  f o r  som eth ing .
B e s id e s  c o n t in u a l  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  o n ly  by  m e n s tru a l  c ram ps.r e t a r d e d

I  had th o u g h t o f  ann o u n c in g  my engagem ent t o  you
On th e  day o f t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  moon o f  X m onth .

E n g in e e r  Y s a id ,  "The c lo u d s  hang in  th e  h eav en s
L ike  hu n g ry  hawks above a c o r n f i e l d . "  I t  i s  t im e
To go in s i d e  now, and c u r l  up w ith  th e  m ise r y  o f  a good bo o k .
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