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The "seco n d  p o s i t i o n "
Comes in  th e  s e v e n te e n th  y e a r ,
W atching  th e  m e a n in g le s s g y r a t io n s  o f f l i e s  above a s i l l .

The w ind has s to p p e d , b u t  th e  m ag n o lia  b lo sso m s s t i l l
F a l l  w ith  a p lo p  o n to  th e  d r y ,  s p o n g y  e a r t h
The ev e n in g  a i r  i s  p e s t i f e r o u s  w ith  m id g e s .

T here  i s  o n ly  o n e  way to  c o m p le te
o f

ing th e  puzzle:^ \@@@@ is  l i g h t  @@@
By f in d in g  a w i l lo w -c o lo re dl i n e  light̂ @@@@@@ro o f- s h a p e d  p ie c e  sh a d in g  t o  b u f f  a t  one s i d e .

I t  i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M arch, a few
R u sse t and y e llo w  wa l l  f l ow er s a r e b lo o m in g in  th e  b o r d e r
P r o te c te d  by m oss-g row n , f r a gme n ta r y  m asonry .
Term i t e s a re  at  wor k  in  t h e lo n g  c e n t r a l  ro o f  beam .

One m orning  you a p p e a r  a t  b r e a k f a s t
D re s s e d , as f o r  a v o y a g e , in  y o u r  w o rs t  s u i t  o f  c lo t h e s .
And o v e r  a p o t  o f  c o f f e e ,  o r  more a c c u r a t e l y  r u s te d  w a te r
Announce y o u r i n t e n t i o n  o f  l e a v in g  me a lo n e  in  t h i s  c i s t e r n - l i k e h o u se .
I  t h in k  In  y o u r  own b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  I  t h in k  I  s h a l l  d e c id e  n o t  to  b e l i e v e  you .

I  t h in k  t h e r e  i s  a fu n n y  sandba r
Beyond th e  o ld  boardw a l k

o u r i n t r i g u e  makes you u n d e r s ta n d .Your i n t r i g u e  makes you u n d e r s ta n d .

"At t h i r t y - t w o ,  I  came up to  t a k e  my e x a m in a tio n s  a t  th e  u n i v e r s i t y .
The U wax f a c t o r y ,  i t  seem ed, w anted  a new g e n e r a l  m anager.

I  was th e  s o le  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  th e  jo b , b u t  i t  was re fu s e d  me .
So I  have p r e f f e r r e d  to  f i n i s h  my l i f e

In  th e  q u ie tu d e  o f  t h i s  f l o r a l  r e t r e a t . "

The t i r e s o m e  o ld  man i s  t e l l i n g  u s  h i s  l i f e  s t o r y .

The t r o u t  a re  c i r c l i n g  u n d e r  w a te r - -

M a s te rs  o f  e lo q u e n c e
G l i s t e n  on th e  p a g e s  o f  y o u r book
L ike  m o u n ta in s  v e i le d  by  w a te r  o r  th e  sk y .

T hese  moments o f  " p o p u la t io n "
Of t h e  n ig h t  by th e  body a re  n o t w a s te d . w h o l l y  u s e l e s s .

Only a  sob b in g ,  c e r t a in  n o te
B r e a th e s , in  th e  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  d ea fen in g  f l o o d .
Heads in  h a n d s , w a t e r f a l l  o f  s i m p l i c i t y .
The d e l t a  o f  l i v i n g  i n to  e v e r y th in g .

The pump i s  l e a k i n g - - I  s h a l l  have to  have i t  f i x e d .

Your k n o t te d  h a i r
Around y o u r  s h o u ld e r s
A shaw l t h e  c o lo r s  o f  th e  sp ec tru m

L ike t h a t  m arv e lo u s  t h in g  you h a v e n 't  l e a r n e d  y e t .

b u s t e d


