
I t  had been  "damned" o r  dammed u p :
A f lo a t  on i t s  p la t f o r m  t h e  [ m u lt ip ly in g ] r e f l e c t o r  gave a l i t t l e  c ry
As y o u r  naked  j u s t i c e r  h o v e red  o v e rt i p p l i n g

L ike t h a t  m arv e lo u s  t h in g  you h a v e n 't  l e a r n e d  y e t .
A l l  t h e  a i r  p r o t r u d e s  on y o u r  b r e a th in g  th e o r y
(You u sed  t o  s a y  e v e ry th in g  b r e a th e d ) .^t̂ h a t

The f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o ld  m is t  i s  plum bed
By P la to  in  one o f  h i s  b o o k s ;
The wWoven s t o r y  o f  h i s  c o n ic a l  sa n d b o x .

I t  seem ed a b i r d  w as p e rc h e d  in  t h e  t r e e .
You had b ro k e n  a s m a ll bone in  y o u r  w r i s t
E x te n d in g  y o u r  l i v e s  i n to  a k in d  o f  penum bra .

How c o ld  and d ism a l i s  y o u r  h o s p i t a l ,
How b e a u t i f u l  and s i l e n t  th e  w h ite  w a l ls  o f  t h a t  c l i n i c !

g r a y


