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We are grateful to the many, many generous people who 
contribute to the life of the Kelly Writers House, including 
Penn students, alumni, faculty, and staff; ModPo and 
book group participants; Penn parents and families; 
departments and centers all across campus; and Friends 
of the Writers House from all over the world. On behalf 
of the Writers House Planning Committee, thank you for 
everything you bring to this community!

	 We hope the detail in this annual report will give you 
a sense of the immense impact of your generous support. 
Hundreds of writers presented work in our Arts Café this 
year, including first-year students who performed at our 
annual New Student Orientation open mic; graduating 
seniors who delivered memorable capstone speeches 
during Commencement weekend; and dozens of alumni 
who visited throughout the year to share their stories, 
including Joshua Bennett (C’10), Lolis Eric Elie (W’85), 
Beatrice Forman (C’22), Alina Grabowski (C’16), Ashley 
Parker (C’05), Henry Platt (C’21), and Andrew Zitcer (C’00, 
GCP’04, CGS’07, WEV’07, WEV’08), to name just a few. We 
welcomed visual artists, filmmakers, dancers, musicians, 
and multimedia practitioners as well, including the 
legendary Patti Smith, who visited for an intensive 
series of events hosted by the Kelly Writers House 
Fellows Seminar. 

	 As usual, KWH community members filled the house 
with a constant hum of activities from morning to night 
— recording in the Wexler Studio, baking in the Kane 
Wallace Kitchen, studying in the Hartman Dining Room, 

writing in the newly endowed Class of 1975 Seminar 
Room, making art in the Lipson Student Projects Space, 
and napping on the Karlan Family green couch. Penn 
students led workshops for grade school writers, small 
groups of people met for informal manuscript exchanges, 
knitters and fiber artists worked on communal projects, 
and people came to the KWH at all hours just to hang out 
in our cozy rooms. 

	 These and all KWH activities this year were made 
possible thanks to you and your generosity. We’re 
especially thankful for the people who contributed to our 
wildly successful Possibility Endowment Fund, which 
will help sustain the Writers House and its community far 
into the future. 

	 We are excited to invite you to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the KWH and its community, and to toast 
the conclusion of our Power of Possibility Campaign, on 
May 15th and 16th, 2026. You can also RSVP any time by 
writing to rsvp@writing.upenn.edu. 

All best to you from the KWH,

Dear Friends of the Writers House,

Al Filreis
Faculty Director
Kelly Professor of English

Jessica Lowenthal
Director



Thank you, Friends of the Writers House, for your ongoing 
support! Your commitment to the KWH project — and your 
belief in the KWH community — enables everything we 
do here. 

Your support fuels innovative writing projects led by students, 
faculty, and other participant-planners. It funds baking 
supplies, celebratory meals, and endless pots of coffee in 
the kitchen. It encourages collaborative work with partner 
organizations. And your support helps us nurture and 
grow our community, which includes visiting writers, Penn 
students, alumni mentors, book group leaders, dedicated 
members of the KWH staff, local fans of literature, and people 
from all over the world who join us in digital gathering spaces. 
And you, of course, are an essential part of our community 
as well. Thank you for everything you do to help sustain 
the KWH. 

Please visit us and say hello next time you are on campus! 
Thanks to you, our doors are always open. 

Thank you for your support 
of the Writers House

Get in touch!

The Possibility Endowed Fund, launched in 2022 
as the flagship of our Power of Possibility Endowment 
campaign, will help sustain the Writers House 
forever. This special fund is open to donations of 
any amount, and a generous donor has committed 
to matching each and every gift. With over four 
hundred donors and counting (see the list starting 
on page 24), the Possibility Fund supports all the 
activities of the Writers House: celebratory gatherings, 
conversations with visiting writers, digital projects, 
student-led initiatives, outreach projects, and more. 
The capaciousness of the Possibility Fund reflects 
the founding principles of the KWH as a place for 
intellectually adventurous initiatives, collaborative 
work, and a learner-centered approach.

We hope you will renew your support of the Writers House 
with a gift in 2025–2026. If you are able to increase your 
annual gift, any additional amount will be matched and 
automatically invested in the Possibility Fund. 

To learn more, scan the QR code above or connect with 
Andrew Beal, Associate Director of Development and 
Finance: abeal@writing.upenn.edu or 215-573-4846.

Renew your support of the Writers House

Find out more

Make your gift!

The Writers House turns 30!

►Save the date! On May 15th and 16th 
of 2026 we’ll celebrate our 30th anniversary 
and the success of our Power of Possibility 
endowment campaign. Thanks to the generosity 
of hundreds of Friends, we’re closer than ever to 
ensuring that our small cottage remains a “House 
of Possibility” forever.

The Possibility Endowed Fund

wh@writing.upenn.edu
215-573-9748
@kellywritershouse
3805 Locust Walk 
Philadelphia, PA 19104

email
phone

instagram
visit
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Through internships, apprenticeships, KWH student staff positions, mentorships, 
and other career-oriented learning opportunities, we offer direct support to dozens 
of students each year. We owe special thanks to all of the people who make such 
experiences and opportunities possible, including Friends of the Writers House and a 
growing network of Penn alumni who volunteer as mentors. 

INTERNSHIPS, APPRENTICESHIPS, & MENTORSHIPS

The Bassini Apprenticeship Endowed Fund pairs 
undergraduates with professional writers for in-depth 
collaborative work. The Bassini Program supported two 
apprenticeships this year: Jules Lingenfelter (C’26), who 
worked with Jay Kirk on a nonfiction piece about the Charlie 
Hebdo shootings in Paris; and Enne Kim (C’26), who assisted 
Fayyaz Vellani with research for a novel set in Zanzibar. 
►Endowed by Reina Marin (C’72, GED’72) and Emilio Bassini 

(C’71, W’71, WG’73).

The Caryn Karmatz Rudy and Lee Rudy Endowed Fund for 
Student Internships and Opportunities provides funding 
for student learning opportunities in editing and publishing, 
building the next generation of literary professionals. Our 
2024–2025 Karmatz Rudy Intern was Diemmy Dang (C’28), 
who interned at the Philadelphia Citizen. ►Endowed by Caryn 

Karmatz Rudy (C’92) and Lee Rudy (C’92).

The Jean Chatzky Fund for Student Internships in 
Business Journalism supports semester-time internships in 
business writing, reporting, and journalism. In 2024–2025, the 
Chatzky Fund supported Asha Vincent (C’25), who worked 
at Cashman & Associates in branding, communication, and 
public relations. ►Endowed by Jean Sherman Chatzky (C’86).

Kelly Writers House Apprenticeships
The Writers House proudly runs on student 
power, with nearly forty-five undergraduate 
members of the KWH staff working alongside 
full-time staff to run all aspects of the House. 
From the very beginning, including the first 
gathering of the Hub in 1995, students have 
been integral members of the KWH community, 
contributing their ideas, specialized skills, 
and know-how. 

KWH student workers represent a diversity of schools 
and majors, and they come to Penn from all over 
the world. Some students discover KWH through 
our student recruitment program, including first-
generation college students. After graduation, our staff 
members go on to do all kinds of things, including film 
production, graduate school, teaching, museum work, 
medical school, performing on Broadway, and — yes! 
— writing too. We’re thankful to Friends of the Writers 
House who have endowed individual Kelly Writers 
House Apprenticeships.

2024–2025 Student Apprentices

Melinda Amorosi (C’27), Summer Student Apprentice 
Anand-Priya Family Apprenticeship Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Anand Balasubrahmanyan (ENG’94, W’94).

Ife Watts (C’28), Summer Student Apprentice 
Class of 1997 Apprenticeship Fund 
Endowed by anonymous donors

Diemmy Dang (C’28), Assistant to the Assistant to the Faculty Director 
Dave A. Liu and Lauren Wu Fellows Fund 
Endowed by Dave A. Liu, (W’93, ENG’93, LPS’20) and Lauren Wu

Madeline Chun (C’27), Jacket2 Editorial Assistant 
Elissa Caterfino Mandel Internship Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Elissa Caterfino Mandel (C’83)

Dylan Fritz (C’25), Outreach Coordinator 
Kate Levin Community Outreach Internship Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Kate Levin (G’90, GR’95) and Robin Shapiro

Andrew Qiu (W’26), Élan Martin-Prashad (C’27),  
and Opal Unwin-Wisnosky (C’28), Media Assistants

Lipson Fellows for Studio Production Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Howard A. Lipson (W’86)

Zoe Lachter (C’27), Development and Finance Assistant 
Stacey Gillis Weber W’85 and Jeffrey A. Weber Apprenticeship Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Stacey Gillis Weber (W’85) and Jeffrey A. Weber 5



RealArts@Penn

RealArts@Penn is an ambitious internship and mentorship program that 
provides real-world internship experiences, personalized career guidance and 
mentorship from a network of Penn alumni, and direct financial support for 
students seeking professional opportunities in the arts.

RealArts@Penn Internships help students launch their careers in the arts and in arts-related fields. These 
competitively awarded, paid summer internships offer students unparalleled access to mentorship and hands-
on learning in editing, publishing, journalism, film, museums, libraries, performing arts, and more. Alumni of 
the RealArts@Penn program often go on to careers in fields related to their internships, sometimes as a direct 
result of their experiences. In fact, some mentors at RealArts host companies were former RealArts interns 
themselves!

BOMB Magazine
The FADER

The Flathead Beacon
Philadelphia Magazine

Spiegel & Grau

Morgan Library and Museum
Museum of the Moving Image

Library of Congress 

All Ages Productions
Artists First

Brooklyn Films
David Stern and Stuart Gibbs, Writers

Entertainment 360
Get Lifted Productions

Indus Valley Media
Paramount: Creative + Strategy

Tremolo Productions
United Talent Agency

Untitled Entertainment

1812 Productions
Warner Bros. Theatrical

Cathy Li (C’25)
Nora Wang (C’25), Liu Intern
Katie Bartlett (C’25)
Isaac Pollock (C’25)
Lila Dubois (C’25), Linn Intern

Christina Poulin (C’26), Eisler Intern
Catherine Sorrentino (C’25)
Tanisha Agrawal (C’28), Ginns Intern

Miette Gourlay (C’25)
Walker Carnathan (C’26)
Ana Giunashvili (C’28)
Tess O’Brien (C’25), Nakao-Miller Intern
Emma Keas (C’28)
Miraya Gesheva (C’26), Liu Intern
Raphael Martinez (C’27), Blaze Bernstein Intern
Maia Saks (C’27)
Zachary Kirchhoff (C’27), Stallybrass Intern
Juliette Silk (C’26)
DJ Bevan (C’27)

Elliot Ross-Dick (C’27)
Jack Wagreich (W’27, C’27)

SUMMER 2025 INTERNSHIP AWARDS

Thank you to all the supporters of the RealArts@Penn 
Internship program, including Friends of the Writers House 
whose gifts have endowed individual student internships, 
helping to make the project permanent. 

RealArts@Penn Internships are made possible by the RealArts 
Internship Fund, which was supported again this year by a major 
gift from Robin Wolpow and Marc Wolpow (W’80), Nina 
Rosborough (C’14), and the Arbour Way Foundation.  
Additional support for RealArts@Penn Internships this year 

came from Jessica Goodman (C’12), Susanna Porter (CW’75), 
and Maury Povich (C’62) and Connie Chung.

Named and permanently endowed RealArts internships are made 
possible through special funds established by Gideon Bernstein 
and Jeanne Pepper Bernstein (in memory of Blaze Bernstein); 
Bonnie Tannenbaum Eisler (C’79) and Clifford R. Eisler 
(W’79); Seth Ginns (C’00) and Jane Ginns; Missy Linn (NU’91) 
and Eric Linn (W’92); Dave A. Liu (W’93, ENG’93, LPS’20) and 
Lauren Wu; Cheryl K. Nakao-Miller (W’81) and Jimmy Miller; 
and anonymous donors. 

J O U R N A L I S M ,  P U B L I C AT I O N S ,  &  P R I N T 

 

 

 

 

M U S E U M S  &  L I B R A R I E S 

T E L E V I S I O N  &  F I L M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T H E AT E R

I N T E R N S H I P S ,  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P S ,  &  M E N T O R S H I P S 
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RealArts@Penn Internship Prizes are awarded to students who have secured arts-related internship 
opportunities. The prizes reduce the financial burden of these crucial career-launching internships, covering 
travel, living expenses, wages, and more. 

RealArts@Penn Programs include one-to-one mentorship, alumni networking, and weekly lunches with 
alumni mentors here on campus. Our 2024–2025 alumni mentors, who spent time talking with students about 
careers in creative industries, included:

Benji Cho (C’28) 
Lauren Cho (C’26) 

Nancy Gutzwiller (W’25) 
Katrina Itona (C’26) 

Minnie Kim (C’25) 
Jared Mitovich (C’25) 

Charissa Howard (C’26) 
Graham Owens (C’27) 
Daniel Scanlon (C’25)

Mark Kaufman (C’89) 

Jacob Gardenswartz (C’18, LPS’18)
Joe Pinsker (C’13)

Susanna Porter (CW’75)

Amanda Silberling (C’18)
Emma Soren (C’16)

David Stern (C’89, ENG’89) 

Jordan Rodnizki (C’16)
Caryn Karmatz Rudy (C’92)

Crimson Loop Media
Trinity Repertory Theater Company
Studio Claudy Jongstra
Guggenheim Museum
PBS Kids 
Overseas Press Club Foundation
The Philadelphia Citizen
Pulitzer Center 
Crosby Studios

Executive Vice President & Managing Director,  
Warner Bros. Theatre
White House Reporter and Producer, Scripps News
Reporter, The Wall Street Journal
Vice President and Executive Editor,  
Random House Publishing Group
Senior Reporter, TechCrunch
LA-based writer
Producer and writer of Tony Award–winning musicals 
and Emmy nominated movies
Creative Assistant, Original Film at Netflix
Literary Agent, DeFiore and Company

RealArts Internship Prizes are made possible by the Maury Povich RealArts Internship Prize Fund, which was 
endowed by Maury Povich (C’62) and Connie Chung.

The RealArts Program Fund is supported annually by the Friends of RealArts, with gifts this year from John 
Anderson (W’21), Carmina Hachenburg (C’21), Dave A. Liu (W’93, ENG’93, LPS’20) and Lauren Wu, Caroline 
Ohlson, and anoymous donors.

The Friend Fellow Program supports a variety of 
internships, apprenticeships, and other on-the-job 
learning experiences during the academic year. 
Our Friend Fellows supplement their coursework by 
exploring professional opportunities outside of the 
classroom. These 2024–2025 Friend Fellows joined 
the dozens of students who have benefited from 
this long-running program:

► Laila Bailey (C’28) worked with The Teacher’s Institute  
of Philadelphia.

► Norah Rami (C’26) interned with Dirt Media.
► Andrew Smyth (GR’29) served as a teaching assistant  

for ModPo.
► Ethan Weiser (C’26) interned at Film Movement.

Supported annually since 2018 by Bill Friend and Linda Friend, 
Nina Friend (C’16), and the Harris Family Foundation.

The Friend Fellow Program
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We are proud to encourage, nurture, and support student writers as a core part 
of the KWH mission. Numerous prizes and awards allow us to offer direct financial 
support to students (and faculty, too!) to further their creative pursuits. Thank you to 
all of the Friends of the Writers House who make this direct support possible.

AWARDS & PRIZES

The Beltran Family Teaching and Mentorship Award 
Endowed Fund celebrates outstanding teachers of creative 
writing. 2025–2026 Beltran Award–winner Abbey Mei Otis is 
an Artist-in-Residence at Penn who teaches popular courses in 
speculative fiction (and bakes cookies each semester with her 
students in the KWH kitchen). To celebrate last year’s winner, 
legendary screenwriting instructor Kathleen DeMarco Van 
Cleve (C’88, W’88), Alli Katz hosted a conversation with Van 
Cleve and her former student Kate Myers (C’08) about the role 
of teachers in a writer’s development. ►Endowed by John Paul 

Beltran and Lina Beltran.

The Leslie Dezer Salmon and Ricardo Salmon Junior 
Fellows Prize Endowed Fund encourages young alumni 
to continue development of their creative work and remain 
connected to the KWH community. Our 2025–2026 Salmon 
Fellow, Lila Dubois (C’25), will work on her memoir Sleep for 
Lou, a project that explores the role of trauma in the breakdown 
of realism into surrealism. ►Endowed by Leslie Dezer Salmon 

(W’92) and Ricardo Salmon (W’93).

The Michael Goldstein and Danielle Goldstein Endowed 
Prize recognizes excellent writing projects proposed by 
undergraduates. This year’s winner is Aenaviah Amna 
(C’27), who will develop Unspoken Journey, a series of short 
film scripts with small, intimate portraits of people speaking 
across borders. ►Endowed by Michael Goldstein and 

Danielle Goldstein.

The Parker Prize Endowed Fund for Journalistic 
Nonfiction celebrates excellence in student journalism. 
The 2024–2025 Parker Prize went to Jaxson Nield (C’26) 
for a project about the Philadelphia Eagles, with runners-
up Josephine Buccini (C’25) and Rachel Gittleman (C’26). 
►Endowed by Bret Parker (C’90) and Katharine Parker.

The Terry B. Heled Travel and Research Grant Endowed 
Fund enables students to undertake significant travel-based 
research and writing projects. Thanks to Heled Travel Grants, 
Clarissa Han (C’26) will journey to South Korea to conduct 
research about the Righteous Army for a YA novel, and Enne 
Kim (C’26) will visit Japan to find out more about pipokja, 
North Korean atomic bomb survivors. ►Endowed by Mali 

Heled Kinberg (C’95, G’95) in memory of her mother  

Terry B. Heled. 

The Universe in Verse Prize Term Fund encourages 
interdisciplinary projects that explore intersections of poetry 
and science. 2025 winner Saanvi Agarwal (C’26, W’26) will 
use AI, qualitative analysis, and computer programming to 
write poetry that explores how language both constructs and 
confines identity in an increasingly globalized and digital 
world. ►Supported annually by Maria Popova (C’07).

Kerry Prize programs honor the literary communitarianism of Kerry Sherin Wright, the first director of the KWH. Since 
its inception in 2003, The Kerry Sherin Wright Prize Endowed Fund has supported readings by visiting authors, group 
writing projects, art installations, workshops, and more. 2025–2026 Kerry Prize winner Trisha Bheemanathini (C’26) will 
develop Sketchy, a short horror-comedy film about something sinister lurking in a campus comedy troupe. 

From 2003 to 2021, the Kerry Prize was funded annually by gifts from the Writers House community. In 2021, KWH Faculty Director 
Al Filreis and Jane Treuhaft made the lead gift to permanently endow the Kerry Prize. True to the communitarian nature of the 
Kerry Prize, this special endowed fund is open for others to contribute donations of any size. Hundreds of people have pitched in to 
help, including, this year: Sharon Schieffer Baird (C’93) and Bill Baird; Raina Bhujle and Shamit Mehta; John Carroll (C’05) 
and Rachael Paz (C’05); Susan Chun; Noam Cohen and Elizabeth Pokempner; Mark Dalton (W’83), in memory of Alfred 
Dalton; Rebecca Dalzell (C’05); Tom Eliaz (ENG’02); Emily Flores; Samantha Kleier Forbes (C’94); Mathilde Galperin and 
Nicolas Galperin; Emma Goldman-Sherman; Shoshana Greenberg; Joyce Hida (C’21); Arun Iyer (C’94, G’02); Paul Keas and 
Xiaodong Zhang; Brooke Lange (C’23); Ilene Leff (CW’64); Kate Levin (G’90, GR’95) and Robin Shapiro; Jeff Lotman and 
Thérèse Lotman; Tyler Lucas and Geralyn Lucas (C’89); Daniel O’Brien and Jennifer Sonenklare, in honor of Tess’s graduation; 
Michelle Paolicelli (ENG’22); Caroline Rothstein (C’06); Gerald Rothstein (WG’65); Dan Saxon (W’60) and Harriet Saxon; Mark 
Sherman (C’95) and Rachel Sherman (C’95); Robyn Slen and Benjamin Slen; Eric Umansky (C’00); Anna Vinogradov (C’12); 
Caroline Waxler (C’93) and Michael Levitt; Melinda Young and Craig Young; and anonymous friends.

The Kerry Sherin Wright Prize Endowed Fund
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Members of the KWH community engage in all kinds of creative initiatives, including 
printwork, visual arts, media studies, culinary exploration, collaborative publications, 
interdisciplinary research, reading groups, and more. Thank you to the Friends of the 
Writers House who have established funds that encourage our community to pursue 
special projects. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS & CREATIVE INITIATIVES

The Brodsky Gallery Endowed Fund supports the work of 
emerging curators who develop art exhibits and art-focused 
events at the KWH. Brodsky Gallery Curator Lila Shermeta 
(C’25) organized four shows this year, culminating in a 
multimedia exhibit of work by Penn students investigating 
concepts of loneliness and friendship. ►Endowed by Michael 

Brodsky (W’88) and Heidi Hookman Brodsky (C’89).

The Herman and Jeanne Robinson Letterpress Endowed 
Fund helps students discover and explore print culture at the 
Common Press, with guidance from Press Director Jessica 
Peterson. Students at the press generated dozens of letterpress 
broadsides and postcards for KWH events this year, including 
special keepsakes to commemorate visits by Carmen Maria 
Machado, Meredith Scardino, and Gary Shteyngart, among 
others. ►Endowed by Nina Robinson Vitow (CW’70, WG’76) in 

memory of Herman Robinson and Jeanne Robinson.

The Jamie Albrecht Memorial Endowed Fund for Student 
Initiatives celebrates the life of Jamie Albrecht (C’22), who 
was a devoted citizen of the Writers House community.  

The Albrecht fund will forever support the parts of the 
Writers House Jamie loved. A standout of this year’s 
projects included our annual Activities Fair, where students 
gathered to learn about the magazines, book groups, writing 
workshops, and clubs that call the Writers House home. Other 
projects included The Penn Review, Penn’s longest-running 
literary magazine; and Dear Penn Freshmen, an initiative 
through which first-year students receive letters of advice 
from graduating seniors. ►Endowed by the Writers House 

community, with special gifts this year from Mark Albrecht 

and Teresa de Castro, Iris Burkat (CW’65), Arun Iyer (C’94, 

G’02), and David Tsai.

The Zarin/Rosenfeld Endowed Fund for the Literary 
Journalism Magazine nurtures journalistic talent by making 
possible the publication of substantial nonfiction writing by 
Penn students, creating real-world, outside-the-classroom 
publishing experiences for aspiring writers. In 2024–2025, the 
fund continued its support of the Penn Moviegoer, a student-led 
film and media criticism publication. ►Endowed by Judith 

Zarin and Gerald Rosenfeld.
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CREATIVE

VENTURES

THE

FUND

The Creative Ventures Fund, supported annually since 2011 by Robin Wolpow and Marc 
Wolpow (W’80), Nina Rosborough (C’14), and the Arbour Way Foundation, serves as an 
incubator and engine for innovative projects dreamed up by members of the KWH community. 
Through prizes, seed funding, mentorship, and other kinds of support, Creative Ventures 
encourages explorations of artistic practice, interdisciplinary research, travel and adventuring, 
print projects, and interactive presentations in a variety of genres. The Creative Ventures Fund 
sponsored many, many projects this year, including: 

►A musical about … basketball? We welcomed the 
creative team behind Small Ball, which was born from 
the question: “What about a basketball musical?” 
Playwright Mickle Maher, who wrote the book and 
lyrics, joined Small Ball’s producer Daryl Morey for 
a conversation hosted by Jamie-Lee Josselyn (C’05) 
about sports narratives, stagecraft, and how an idea 
goes from conception to production. 

►Orchestral diplomacy. Xinyi Ye (G’25), winner of 
a Creative Ventures Prize, convened a conversation 
with ethnomusicologist Shelley Zhang (GR’22), Penn 
librarian Liza Vick, and filmmaker Jennifer Lin 
about the documentary Beethoven in Beijing, and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra’s pivotal, diplomacy-shaping 
1973 visit to China.

►Knitting community. The Fiber Arts Circle, a 
student-run group supported by Creative Ventures, 
met weekly in our Zises Seminar Room to stitch, 
knit, and build community. Check out the crocheted 
blanket on the living room couch for evidence of 
their handiwork. 

►Student visions made reality. Creative Ventures 
awarded seed funding to fantastic projects in need of 
support. Thanks to Creative Ventures, Mame Balde 
(C’25) will produce a film about the criminalization 
of Black music; Jen Guo (C’25) will develop a bike 
refurbishment collective; Sofia Gutierrez Boker (W’25) 
will write a short story collection about pawn shops in 
Mexico City (while working in Mexico City pawn shops); 
and Christos Kalli (GR’33) will investigate the histories, 
cultures, and geographies of Cyprus.

S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S  &  C R E A T I V E  I N I T I A T I V E S
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The Faculty Director’s Discretionary Fund 
enables KWH Faculty Director Al Filreis to seek out, 
encourage, and invest in the ideas of the Writers House 
community. In 2024–2025, Al directed this fund toward 
several special projects, initiatives, and staff positions. 
Thanks to this fund, we ran a second year of “Writers 
House Brooklyn,” an ongoing Brooklyn-based writing 
workshop, led by novelist Ellen Umansky (C’91), where 
young alumni gather weekly to develop their work in a 
supportive setting. The fund enabled the work of Lila 
Shermeta (C’25), who served as our Brodsky Gallery 
Student Curator and as a teaching assistant for ModPo. 
The fund also made possible a memorial tribute to 
Tyrone Williams (1954–2024), an eminent poet with a 
long, rich relationship to the KWH and its community. 
To honor Williams, Erica Hunt, Aldon Lynn Nielsen, 
and Simone White joined Al Filreis in the Arts Café 
for two public events celebrating his work, including a 
special recording of PoemTalk. 

The Faculty Director’s Discretionary Fund was supported 
this year by Jon Avnet (C’71) and Barbara Avnet; 
Jacob Cytryn (C’04); Mark Dalton (W’83), in memory 
of Mr. Alfred Dalton; Charles Downey (W’86) and 
Christina Downey; Lois Filreis; Samantha Kleier 
Forbes (C’94); Kathe Jervis, in memory of Richard 
Weil; Reina Marin (CW’72, GED’72); Michael Miller 
(W’78); Michael Rotgin (C’91, W’91) and Erin Rotgin 
(C’93), in honor of Julia Rotgin; Mark Sherman (C’95) 
and Rachel Sherman (C’95); Steven Sosnick 
(W’85, WG’86, PAR’19) and Miriam Sosnick (PAR’19); 
Jocelyn Teece; Gary and Ellen Wasserson; and an 
anonymous donor. 

A special gift from an anonymous donor also directly 
supported “Writers House Brooklyn” this year.

The Faculty Director’s Discrectionary Fund
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S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S  &  C R E A T I V E  I N I T I A T I V E S

DIGITAL PROJECTSTHE FUND

The Digital Projects Fund at the Writers House makes possible an array of digital projects, 
including our wildly popular Online Book Groups; PennSound, the world’s largest digital archive 
of recorded poetry; Jacket2 magazine, which features writing on poetry and poetics; and 
ModPo, an open, online course on modern and contemporary poetry. These and other digital 
projects allow KWH community members to participate from anywhere in the world.  
The Digital Projects Fund sponsored a number of projects this year, including: 

►A durational performance. Poet Iain Morrison traveled 
to the KWH from Edinburgh, Scotland to present an 
experimental five-hour performance of poetry by Emily 
Dickinson. Magda Andrews-Hoke documented the 
performance in Jacket2, using video footage captured in 
our Arts Café. Morrison joined several special recording 
sessions during his time with us, including an episode of our 
podcast PoemTalk. 

►La poésie ensemble. We convened several lively recording 
sessions in Montreal, including a special ModPo webcast, live 
streamed from McGill University and hosted by long-time 
ModPo teaching assistant Amber Rose Johnson (GR’22). 

►Online learning communities. In the spring, people from 
all over the world joined our popular “SloPo” sessions, free 
online mini-courses about poetry and poetics, including a 
session led by Gabi Ojeda-Sagué (C’16) about the poetry of  
Mei-mei Berssenbrugge.

Writers House digital projects are made possible by our Digital Projects Fund, supported this year by Jill Abbott, 
Eric Albert, Edel Altares, Alonna Anspach, Pratima Annapurna Balabhadrapathruni, Stefan Balan, Cynthia 
Bargar, Mike Barrett, Erica Baum, Andrew Beal, Donald Beetham (G’80), Kathleen Matson Blurock, in memory 
of Joanne Hertz, Marietta Brill, Karen Burkhardt, Linda Cabot, Ellen Carlin, Erika Delbecque, Shilpa Dikshit, 
Mary Farrell, Al Filreis (HOM’91) and Jane Treuhaft, Kitty Friedman, Elisabeth Frischauf, Bela Gligorova, 
Emma Goldman-Sherman, Shoshana Greenberg, Jackie Henrion, Janet Idzal, Kathe Jervis, in memory 
of Richard Weil, Susan Kerr, Paul Killey, Michael Kleiza, Jean-Marie Kneeley and Richard Kneeley, Mark 
Kumming, Joanna La Corte, Marty Leake, Meredith Lederer, Itai Linzen, Jim Lynch, Vijayalaxmi Maddali, 
Elissa Caterfino Mandel (C’83), Susanne Margono, Alexander Mather, Rory Mather, Dan Melton, Jessica 
Philpott, Estelle Price, David Roberts (W’84) and Debbie Roberts, Susan Scheid, Christopher Schoen, Susan 
Schulz, Dr. Pamela Shapiro, Sharon Silber, in honor of Bobbie Lamont, David Sinclair, Lonnie Sinclair, Sarena 
Snider (C’07), David Stallings, Richard Stamm, Kevin Swanwick, Graham Urquhart, Anne Wellner de Veer, 
and anonymous donors.
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A 10-week course on modern and contemporary poetry, 
known affectionately as “ModPo,” demonstrates that 
a massive open online course need not be impersonal, 
even as it gathers unprecedented numbers of students. 
Hundreds of thousands of people have participated in 
ModPo, from nearly every country in the world — for 
open-ended and democratic discussions about poetry, in 
a collaborative learning mode that emphasizes the power 
of the collective. 

To learn more and to join ModPo, visit modpo.org. 

Since 2000, KWH has hosted an annual series of 
moderator-led online discussion groups about books 
and writing — over 150 groups and counting! These 
collaborative learning communities have covered a full 
range of writing genres and styles, including poetry, 
fiction, nonfiction, film, and music. Sessions this year 
included a group led by Caroline Rothstein (C’06) about 
poems of “resilience and resistance,” a family monster-
building workshop led by Rowana Miller (C’22), a 
special group for high school students led by Jamie-Lee 
Josselyn (C’05), and a series of mini-courses on topics in 
modern and contemporary poetry. 

Hosted by KWH Faculty Director Al Filreis, each episode 
of our monthly podcast PoemTalk convenes a group of 
poets for a collaborative close reading of poetry from 
the PennSound archive. Launched in 2007, PoemTalk has 
released more than two hundred episodes and allows for 
any lover of poetry to follow the conversation. 

In 2024–2025, the Writers House released twelve episodes 
of PoemTalk, including a celebratory 200th episode that 
featured an astounding line up of poets: Evie Shockley, 
Billy Joe Harris, Aldon Nielsen, and the late and much-
missed Tyrone Williams. Other highlights from the year 
included a conversation about the work of June Jordan, 
with Bob Holman, Herman Beavers, and Christy 
Davids, and a close reading of Edwin Denby’s “The 
subway flatters like the dope habit,” with Vincent Katz, 
Tom Devaney, and JS Wu (GR’28). 

You can listen to PoemTalk on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or 
wherever you get podcasts, or by visiting PoemTalk.org.

Jacket2, a magazine of poetry and poetics, was first 
published by the KWH in 2005. Under the guidance of our 
current Managing Editor, Magda Andrews-Hoke, Jacket2 
publishes essays, commentaries, and podcasts about 
contemporary poetry, including PoemTalk, a go-to resource 
for poets and poetry fans from all over the world. Jacket2 
staff additionally includes Al Filreis, Jessica Lowenthal, 
Michael S. Hennessey, and Zach Carduner (C’13).

A dedicated team of ModPo teaching assistants, many 
of them returning year after year since the launch of the 
course, spent countless hours interacting with the ModPo 
community, joining collaborative discussions, holding 
drop-in online office hours, and modeling the work of 
collective close reading. Thank you to the Friends of the 
Writers House whose endowed support made the work of 
these teaching assistants possible: 

ModPo Online Book Groups

PoemTalk

Jacket2

CREATING A POETRY COMMUNITY

Jason Zuzga (GR’16) 
The Kneeley Digital Ventures Endowed Fund 
Endowed by Jean-Marie Kneeley and Richard J. Kneeley

Ali Castleman (C’13), Sophia DuRose (C’21) 
The Online Projects Endowed Fund 
Endowed by an anonymous donor

Kate Colby 
The Richard and Lucy Cook Endowed Fund 
for Digital Ventures 
Endowed by Lucy (Oh) Cook (C’95) and Dr. Richard Cook

The Anonymous Digital Poetries Endowed Fund, endowed in 
2022 by an anonymous donor, provided additional funding for 
ModPo this year.

The KWH Alumni Online Book Group Term Fund,  
supported annually by David Roberts (W’84) and Deborah 
Roberts, has funded our Online Book Groups since the 
program launched in 2000, with additional support this year 
from Robert Brylawski (C’73, M’78).

The Bok Endowed Visiting Writers Series Fund, endowed 
by Scott Bok (C’81, W’81, L’84, Trustee 2005–2024) and 
Roxanne Bok (C’81), made PoemTalk possible this year.

The Writers House Journal Endowment Fund, endowed 
by an anonymous donor, supported Jacket2 this year.

KWH book groups get under your skin, so much that 
you wake up in the middle of the night yawping about 
wheelbarrows and blackbirds and the pure products 
of America, and don’t want to go back to sleep, 
despite tomorrow. — Alberto Fernandez (C’74)

“

”
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The Writers House is more than the fifteen rooms that make up 3805 Locust Walk, 
it is greater than our online archives and digital projects, and it is larger than each 
individual student, alum, or community member that joins us. 

CORE SUPPORT

The Alice Cooper Shoulberg Scholarship Endowed Fund 
for the Support of Student Creative Writing supports the 
technology in our Lipson Family Student Projects Space, 
including computers, design software, and the unspeakably 
popular print station. Alice Cooper Shoulberg (CW’55) had 
a brilliant career as a Philadelphia public school teacher and 
we are honored to have a fund in her name established by her 
classmates and friends that will support KWH students in 
perpetuity. ►Endowed by Overbrook High School classmates 

of Alice Cooper Shoulberg.

The Along Endowed Fund, taking its name from Report 
From Part One by Gwendolyn Brooks, helps meet the ongoing 
and emerging needs of our community by providing flexible 
funding to support the most urgent needs of the Writers 
House year after year. ►Endowed by Irwyn Applebaum (C’75) 

and Lucy Applebaum.

The Anonymous Endowed Fund forever supports the Writers 
House, providing foundational support for activities and 
projects of the Writers House and our community, including 
students, faculty, alumni, local and visiting writers, and the 
thousands of people who join us for projects and events — in 
person and online. ►Endowed by an anonymous donor.

The Faculty Director Endowed Fund helps guarantee the 
future of the Writers House by providing unrestricted support 
for everything we need and do, including online projects, 
staff salaries, technology upgrades, and student awards. This 
extraordinary fund allows the Faculty Director of the Writers 
House to channel support precisely where it is most needed, 
year after year. ►Endowed by an anonymous donor.

The Hartman Dining Room Endowed Fund names and 
endows the dining room of the Writers House, forever 
supporting Writers House activities. With its magical 
expanding table (that can seat up to 16!), this cozy room is 
the home of memorable meals with visiting writers, late-
night study sessions, and gatherings of all kinds, including 
spontaneous board-game competitions. ►Endowed by Kim 

Hartman and Alan Hartman (W’87).

The Kane-Wallace Kitchen Endowed Fund names and 
endows the kitchen of the Writers House, home of impromptu 
baking adventures, culinary and cultural exploration, 
informal meet-ups and coffee breaks, and prep for our famous 
homemade receptions (over one hundred this year!). The Kane-
Wallace Kitchen is the soul of the Writers House. ►Endowed 

by Ed Kane (C’71, Trustee 1996–2000) and Marty Wallace.

The Karlan Family Writers Alcove Fund names and endows 
the alcove-home of the green couch, where generations of Kelly 
Writers House students have gathered, talked, worked, and 
napped. Come through our front doors almost anytime to find 
students sitting on the green couch, ready to give you a tour of 
the house. This endowed fund will support the Writers House 
forever. ►Endowed by the Karlan Family.

The Levin Kelly Writers House Endowment supports the 
Writers House now and in the future. This essential fund helps 
protect and guarantee the future of the Writers House by 
providing unrestricted funding, in perpetuity, for the activities 
of the Writers House and its community, allowing the House 
to grow, evolve, and respond to new demands year after year. 
►Endowed by Kate Levin (G’90, GR’95) and Robin Shapiro.
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Everyone is welcome at the Kelly Writers House. Thank you to those Friends whose 
gifts enable outreach to people and communities beyond the campus, to new 
colleagues and collaborators, and to aspiring writers of all ages and backgrounds.

OUTREACH / BEYOND THE CAMPUS

The Esther T. Saxon Term Fund supports writing workshops 
for children and youth, fostering the next generation of 
readers and writers. This year, the fund supported our ongoing 
partnership with Cosmic Writers. Penn students led writing 
workshops at KWH for visiting K-12 students, who came to 
Penn from schools all around the city. ►Supported annually by 

Jerilyn Saxon Perman (C’91) and Brian Perman (W’90), in honor 

of Esther T. Saxon.

Our Summer Workshop for Young Writers, 
a residential writing program led by Jamie-Lee 
Josselyn (C’05), introduces young writers to the 
pleasures and possibilities of creative writing at 
Penn. A remarkable group of high school writers 
joined us in July for this year’s session, an intensive 
ten-day schedule of memoir workshops and 
craft-sessions. From morning ‘til night, students 
workshopped their writing with Josselyn, Assistant 
Directors Wes Matthews (C’23) and Jesse 
Schwartz (C’15), and Summer Workshop Teaching 
Assistant Phoebe Bush. Students lived on campus 
and had weekend adventures planned by Resident 
Assistants Meg Gladieux (C’23, GSE’24) and Lyn 
Donnell (C’24). 

The Maury Povich Summer Workshop Endowed 
Fund, endowed by Maury Povich (C’62) and Connie 
Chung, ensures equal access to our Summer Workshop 
for Young Writers by providing full financial aid support 
for ten participants, including travel to and from Philly. 

The Sayet-Rosenberg Endowed Fund for Young 
Writers, endowed by Harold L. Rosenberg (W’79) and 
Dr. Laurie A. Sayet, supported our Summer Workshop 
this year by funding the work of student teaching 
assistant Phoebe Bush, a summer workshop alum.

Summer Workshop for Young Writers

Student Recruitment and Access

How do prospective Penn students learn about Kelly 
Writers House and creative writing opportunities at 
Penn? We go to them! Jamie-Lee Josselyn (C’05), 
our Associate Director of Recruitment, travels all 
over to meet with high school students throughout 
the country, particularly in regions and schools 
that are underrepresented at Penn. Our active 
recruitment strategy involves direct and personal 
communication with over two hundred high school 
students each year. 

Made possible by The Student Recruitment and 
Access Endowed Fund, endowed by Kim Hartman 
and Alan Hartman (W’87), and The Student 
Recruitment and Access Fund, supported by the Kelly 
Writers House community, with a special gift this year 
from Maury Povich (C’62) and Connie Chung.
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Almost every night of the academic year we welcome writers and readers together 
for public programs about literature, art, and other forms of creative practice. 
These events are often streamed live on our YouTube page and then posted to our 
online calendar and media archive - just scan the QR code to see what's up next!

READINGS & EVENTS

The Blaze Bernstein Memorial Endowed Fund was 
established in loving memory of Blaze Bernstein to fund 
internships in LA and food-related events at the KWH. The 
Blaze Fund fueled a number of exciting culinary events at the 
KWH this year, including the beloved and punny Edible Books 
Party, an intensely competitive Chili Cook-Off (College Senior 
Mame Balde took the prize for best use of spice), and a new 
“chef to chef ” discussion series launched by food writer, chef, 
and memoirist Gabrielle Hamilton. ►Endowed by Gideon 

Bernstein and Jeanne Pepper Bernstein, and the Writers House 

community, with additional support this year from Jamie-Lee 

Josselyn (C’05) and Aaron Marcus.

The Blutt Songwriting Symposium Endowed Fund allows 
us to welcome legendary musicians into the intimate Arts 
Café for performances and discussions of their work. For this 
year’s Blutt Symposium, Anthony DeCurtis, the longtime 
host of the series, led a no-holds-barred interview with Lenny 
Kaye, a founding member of the Patti Smith Group, whose 
multifaceted work as guitarist, writer, composer, and producer 
has helped influence and shape the landscape of contemporary 
rock music. After the discussion, a small group joined Kaye in 
the Writers House dining room for a special dinner held in his 
honor, where the conversation continued late into the night. 
►Endowed by Margo Krody Blutt and Mitchell J. Blutt (C’78, 

M’82, L’84, Trustee 1998–2008).

The Bob Lucid Memorial Endowment Fund was established 
by friends of the Writers House in memory of Bob Lucid, 

a visionary teacher who helped inspire and structure our 
literary community. The 2024–2025 Lucid Program featured a 
reading by Adrienne Brodeur from her novel Little Monsters, 
followed by a conversation with the author, hosted by Piyali 
Bhattacharya, the Abrams Writer-in-Residence in the Creative 
Writing Program. ►Endowed by Susan Small Savitsky (CW’75) 

and Ed Kane (C’71, Trustee 1996–2000), and members of the 

KWH community.

The Bok Endowed Visiting Writers Series Fund is a 
foundational programming endowment that sponsors 
public events and programs in all genres, allowing us to 
celebrate a full range of contemporary writing. Bok visiting 
writers this year included Mamie Morgan, a poet whose 
critically acclaimed chapbook My Husband is Learning to Draw 
was written over five weeks during the pandemic; Jessica 
Goodman (C’12), mystery novelist, who discussed her new 
book The Meadowbrook Murders with Normal Gossip podcast 
host Kelsey McKinney; and over thirty poets who joined 
Faculty Director Al Filreis in the Wexler studio for recordings 
of PoemTalk. ►Endowed by Scott Bok (C’81, W’81, L’84, Trustee 

2005–2024) and Roxanne Bok (C’81).

The Caroline Rothstein Endowed Fund in Support of Oral 
Poetry allows us to showcase spoken word, slam, and other 
forms of performance poetry. In March we welcomed poet Kai 
Davis, Philadelphia’s 2024 Poet Laureate, for a performance 
and conversation, hosted by Fariha Nawar (C’25) and joined 
by members of The Excelano Project, Penn’s own student 
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spoken word poetry group. ►Endowed by Nancy Rothstein 

(CW’75) and Steven Rothstein, in honor of their daughter 

Caroline Rothstein (C’06).

The Cheryl J. Family Endowed Fund for Fiction 
Programming sponsors annual readings by young or 
emerging fiction writers. Our 2024–2025 Family Fiction 
Program featured a reading by Alina Grabowski (C’16) from 
her debut novel Women and Children First, an exquisite portrait 
of grief and a powerful reminder of life’s interconnectedness. 
►Endowed by Cheryl J. Family (C’91).

The Endowed Fund for Feminist Projects supports projects 
that focus on gender, sexuality, and feminist thought. In 
2024–2025, the fund sponsored a reading by Andrea Lawlor 
from their latest work-in-progress and their book Paul Takes the 
Form of a Mortal Girl, about a shapeshifter who can change his 
body at will. ►Endowed by an anonymous donor.

The Eva and Leo Sussman Poetry Endowed Fund honors the 
memory of Eva and Leo Sussman, beloved grandparents of 
Daniel Morse, with an annual poetry program. Our 2024–2025 
Sussman Program featured a reading by Pulitzer Prize–winner 
Rae Armantrout from her newest work, Go Figure. ►Endowed 

by Daniel Morse and Miriam Morse, in memory of Eva and Leo 

Sussman.

The Friedman Program for Eminent Fiction Writers Fund 
supports visits by renowned fiction writers, who share their 
stories and expertise with members of the KWH community. 
Our 2024–2025 Friedman Fiction writer was novelist, satirist, 
and dapper dresser Gary Shteyngart, who, over a couple 
of martinis with Faculty Director Al Filreis, talked about 
growing up a Soviet Jewish immigrant in New York and the 
development of his specific — and hilarious — voice, on 
full display in his best-selling and award-winning novels. 
►Endowed by an anonymous donor.

The Kelly Writers House Fellows Endowed Fund 
makes it possible for us to invite eminent writers 
to the KWH for a series of interactive events and 
intimate gatherings, all lovingly hosted by the 
students in the associated Kelly Writers House 
Fellows Seminar, led by KWH Faculty Director 
Al Filreis. Seminar students spend the semester 
studying the work of our visiting Fellows, meeting 
weekly for intensive three-hour discussions. The 
result is a rich creative exchange, and a one-
of-kind educational experience for students, 
community members, and visiting Fellows alike. 

Rock star Patti Smith — who is also a playwright, poet, 
photographer, painter, and critically acclaimed memoirist 
— was the first Fellow of the semester. She shared 
intimate details about her work and writing process, her 
recollections of New York in the 70s, and a charming (and 
spot-on!) Bob Dylan impression. The packed Arts Café 
absolutely erupted when she sang “Because the night 
belongs to Kelly Writers House.” Afterward, a small and 
lucky group joined Smith in the Hartman Dining Room for 
a sushi dinner, prepared by Myra Lotto (C’99, GR’12).

Our second Fellow was beloved Philly favorite Carmen 
Maria Machado, the multi-genre author of the bestselling 
memoir In the Dream House, graphic novel The Low, 
Low Woods, and award-winning short story collection 
Her Body and Other Parties. As a former Writer-in-
Residence in Penn’s Creative Writing Program, Machado 
fit right in to the Fellows Seminar, where students were 
eager to discuss the way Machado’s experiments with 
form pushed the narrative possibilities of her work. We 
celebrated Machado’s return to the KWH with a special 
dinner in her honor, prepared in the KWH kitchen by 
Fellows Coordinator Sophia DuRose (C’21) and Associate 
Director Alli Katz, with the help of many students. 

The people of the Writers House join a world-wide 
community of people in remembering and mourning 
Alice Notley, who would have been our third Fellow 
this year. The celebrated author of more than 40 books 
of poetry was unable to travel for her scheduled visit in 
April; she passed away in May 2025. Notley was deeply 
influential to many members of the Kelly Writers House 
community, including members of the Fellows Seminar. 
We were lucky to host Notley at the KWH several times 
through the years.

The Kelly Writers House Fellows Endowed Fund was 
endowed by an anonymous donor.

Kelly Writers House Fellows Endowed Fund
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The Hartman Family Screenwriting Series Endowed 
Fund gives aspiring filmmakers a taste of the writers’ room. 
Our 2024–2025 guest was four-time Emmy Award–winning 
screenwriter Meredith Scardino, whose most recent hit 
is Girls5eva on Netflix. Interviewed at the KWH by faculty 
member Kathy DeMarco Van Cleve (C’88, W’88), Scardino 
described the changing nature of the industry (“You no longer 
get to 100 episodes and get five BMWs”) and the origin of her 
career in screenwriting (“I knew from the go that I wasn’t going 
to be an accountant”). ►Endowed by Kim Hartman and Alan 

Hartman (W’87). 

The Irwyn and Lucy Applebaum Endowed Fund sponsors 
conversations with publishers and editors about the 
business and art of publishing. This year, the Applebaum 
Fund sponsored two events: a conversation about academic 
publishing with Penn Press editor Walter Biggins, hosted 
by Julia Bloch (GR’11); and a panel discussion about worker-
owned cooperative journalism outlets, moderated by Max 
Rivlin-Nadler, co-publisher of Hell Gate. ►Endowed by Irwyn 

Applebaum (C’75) and Lucy Applebaum.

The Levin Endowed Fund for an Annual Symposium in 
Memory of Charles Bernheimer supports a special annual 
program held in memory of Charles Bernheimer, beloved 
writer, scholar of Romance languages, and faculty member 
in Penn’s Department of Comparative Literature. Helmed by 
Alli Katz, our Associate Director for Programs and Events, 
this year’s symposium featured a conversation about drawing 
comics from autobiography with award-winning Philadelphia-
based cartoonists Tara Booth and Caroline Cash. ►Endowed 

by Kate Levin (G’90, GR’95) and Robin Shapiro.

The Liu Endowed Program Fund allows us to feature and 
celebrate writers whose creative work explores immigrant 

experiences, transnational and translinguistic exchange, 
or concepts related to minority identity. This year’s Liu 
visitor was Korean American poet Don Mee Choi, whose 
documentary work draws from archival material and family 
history. ►Endowed by Betty Liu (C’95).

The LIVE at the Writers House Endowment supports the 
production of LIVE at the Writers House, a WXPN radio show 
produced at the KWH by Alli Katz and Zach Carduner (C’13). 
Episodes this year included a performance by members 
of Excelano, Penn’s spoken word poetry group, joined by 
members of Penn’s Singer/Songwriter Collective; a reading 
by instructors of Blue Stoop, a Philadelphia literary arts 
community; and a partnership with Morris Arboretum and 
Gardens, co-curated with Sara Mae Henke, featuring poets 
reading work inspired by the grounds. ►Endowed by BigRoc.

The Lucy F. DeMarco Endowed Fund for Youth Literature 
allows us to host conversations about literature for children 
and youth. Our 2024–2025 DeMarco Program featured novelist 
candice iloh, author of Salt the Water, who joined Creative 
Writing Director Julia Bloch (GR’11) for a conversation about 
the challenges and opportunities in writing for young adult 
readers. ►Endowed by Kathy DeMarco Van Cleve (C’88, W’88) 

in memory of Lucy F. DeMarco.

The Poetry Endowment Fund supports a wide variety of 
poetic activities, including readings, student-led writing 
projects, and collaborations between poets and other artists. 
This year, in addition to other events, the fund co-sponsored a 
conversation about translation, bringing together Ukrainian 
refugee poet Ekaterina Derysheva and French American 
poet, translator, and editor Aiden Farrell. ►Endowed by an 

anonymous donor.

R E A D I N G S  &  E V E N T S
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The Stacey Gillis Weber (W’85) and Jeffrey A. Weber 
Symposium Endowed Fund celebrates writing that 
illuminates the workings of business, finance, and economics. 
This year’s Weber Symposium guest was Jonathan D. Cohen, 
author of Losing Big: America’s Reckless Bet on Sports Gambling, 
a riveting investigation of sports gambling in America. To 
prep for his interview with Cohen, Faculty Director Al Filreis 
created an online sports betting account (which he says he has 
now deleted). ►Endowed by Stacey Gillis Weber (W’85) and 

Jeffrey A. Weber.

The Sylvia W. Kauders Endowment Fund supports visits 
by writers of nonfiction, who join interactive and memorable 
conversations about their work. This year the Kauders Fund 
made possible a lively and timely panel discussion about civic 
engagement with contributors to the anthology Democracy 
as Creative Practice, including the anthology’s editor Andrew 
Zitcer (C’00, GCP’04, CGS’07, WEV’07, WEV’08), who was 
an original founding member of the KWH community. 
►Endowed by Sylvia W. Kauders (CW’42).

The Wexler Endowment Fund for Programs at the Kelly 
Writers House enables all kinds of readings, workshops, 
and creative projects.This year’s Wexler programs included 
a reading by Emma Copley Eisenberg from her novel 
Housemates, and a celebratory event honoring the influential 
work of Theresa Hak Kyung Cha, featuring a group of poets 
and scholars who shared creative responses to the importance 
of Cha’s work. ►Endowed by Gary Wexler and Nina Wexler.

The Wexler Family Endowed Fund for Programs in Jewish 
Life and Culture helps us to celebrate Jewish literature, art, 
and culture. In 2024–2025, we welcomed Zilka Joseph, a poet 
influenced by her Bene Israel roots, and hosted a conversation 
between Kathryn Hellerstein and Faculty Director Al Filreis 
on translating Yiddish women poets. ►Endowed by Gary 

Wexler and Nina Wexler.

The Maury Povich Journalism Program Endowment 
Fund permanently endows our nonfiction programming, 
a range of events and activities that includes 
conversations with journalists, essayists, critics, and 
other writers of nonfiction; panel discussions focused 
on the means and modes of media production; and 
student-led initiatives, such as magazines, podcasts, 
and research projects. Povich visitors this year spoke 
knowingly and passionately about covering politics, 
food, the music of Greenwich Village, grief and loss, 
fashion, mental health, and more. They described the 
impact of public media, the importance of reporting 
and fact checking, and the role of mentorship in the 
newsroom. In all, more than three dozen writers joined 
us at the KWH thanks to the Povich Fund, which also 
continued to support The Woodlands, an ambitious 
student-led publication featuring long-form journalism 
and creative writing. 

► The courage to talk about mental health
Singer-songwriter Henry Platt (C’21) joined Penn journalism 
instructor Stephen Fried (C’79) for a discussion of Fried’s 
latest book, Profiles in Mental Health Courage, co-authored with 
Patrick J. Kennedy. The book highlights the inspiring stories of 
Americans who have faced mental health challenges — including 
Platt’s own journey during his undergraduate years at Penn.

► Public media for the public good
Victoria Feng (C’25) and Conor Smith (C’26) conducted a 
research project about collaborations between public media and 
local news outlets across the United States, culminating in an 
interactive online map and a panel discussion at the KWH about 
the history, and possible futures, of public media in America. 

► Let’s eat!
Alumni food writers convened at the Writers House over Alumni 
Weekend to swap stories about the ins and outs of food writing. 
Our over-capacity program featured: 

Betsy Andrews (C’85), co-author, with chef Scott Clark and 
photographer Cheyenne Ellis, of Coastal: 130 Recipes from a 
California Road Trip. 

Lolis Eric Elie (W’85), co-author of Rodney Scott’s World 
of BBQ: Every Day Is a Good Day and Smokestack Lightning: 
Adventures in the Heart of Barbecue Country. 

Sanaë Lemoine (C’11), author of the novel The Margot Affair 
and co-author of the cookbook Hot Sheet.

Louisa Shafia (C’92), author of Lucid Food: Cooking for an 
Eco-Conscious Life and The New Persian Kitchen.

Pete Wells, formerly the longtime restaurant critic of the New 
York Times.

And host, Hannah Filreis Albertine, Senior Editor at The 
Infatuation.

The Maury Povich Journalism Program Endowment Fund 
was endowed by Maury Povich (C’62) and Connie Chung.

The Maury Povich Journalism Program 
Endowment Fund
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Jill Abbott WCW

Caroline Aiello ED

Eric Albert WCW

Susan Albertine WCW

Marci Alboher, in honor of  
Al Filreis WCW

Mark Albrecht and Teresa de Castro, 
in memory of Jamie Albrecht ED

Matthew Algeo WCW

Edel Altares 
John Anderson 
Nathalie Anderson WCW

Alonna Anspach WCW

Irwyn Applebaum and  
Lucy Applebaum ED

Derek Arthur WCW

Myrna Zeitlin Asher, in memory of 
Howard Asher 

Sarah Auerbach 
Jon Avnet and Barbara Avnet ED

Herman Axelrod and Madeline 
Axelrod 

Rupert Bader 
Sharon Schieffer Baird and  

Bill Baird ED

Sheriza Baksh 

Pratima Annapurna 
Balabhadrapathruni 

Stefan Balan 
Anand Balasubrahmanyan and 

Priya Viswanathan ED

Cynthia Bargar 
Dennis Barone and Debbie 

Barone ED

Mike Barrett 
Colette Bates 
Ian Bauer and Joy Bauer 
Erica Baum 
Andrew Beal
Susan Becker-Weidman and Arthur 

Becker-Weidman ED

Gerald Bedrick and Brenda Bedrick 
Donald Beetham 
David Bender WCW

Jose Luis Benitez 
Ellen Molloy Bentsen, in honor of 

Judith McCue 
Barry Berger and  

Kathleen Vieweg ED

Carol Clampett Bergere WCW

Claudia Berman and  
Bruce Resnikoff ED

Armyan Bernstein and Christine 
Bernstein ED

Carole Bernstein and John 
Prendergast 

Charles Bernstein and Susan Bee 
Laufer WCW

Gideon Bernstein and Jeanne Pepper 
Bernstein ED

Bernardo Beyer 
Raina Bhujle and Shamit Mehta ED

Andrea Biernat 
Constance Billé 
Adam Birnbaum, in honor of Al 

Filreis WCW

David Biro and Daniella Vitale ED

Daniel Blas and Ilana Teicher Blas 
Simone Blaser 
Julia Bloch and Syd Zolf 
Lawrence Blum WCW

Scott Blum and Joanne Blum ED

Kathleen Matson Blurock, in 
memory of Joanne Hertz WCW

Megan Bly and Scott Wunsch WCW

David Borgenicht ED

Michael Boshes 
Neil Braun and Anne Flick ED

Barbara R. Bravo 
Julie Bright and  

Daniel Stewart WCW

Marietta Brill 
Ellen Brooks and Marshall Cohen, in 

honor of Robert B. Cohen WCW

Meredith Broussard and David 
Grazian 

Jackie Brousse and  
Denis Brousse WCW

Deborah Brown and  
Jefrey Pollock WCW

Stephen Brown and Linda Brown, in 
honor of Julie Phillips Brown 

Laynie Browne, in memory of 
Bernadette Mayer 

David Brownlee and  
Ann Brownlee WCW

Ingrid Bruck, in honor of Al Filreis
Alexis Brunswick ED

Robert Brylawski WCW

Mary Ann Burdett WCW

Iris Burkat 
Karen Burkhardt 
Janet Burns  
Beth Burrell WCW

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E

Emily Dickinson Circle 
William Carlos Williams Circle

ED 
WCW

We thank the following Friends for their generous support of the 
Writers House in our 2024-2025 year:
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William Burrison 
Linda Cabot WCW

Marcia Camino, in memory of 
Michael Mason

Anna Carey 
Ellen Carlin 
Richard Carreño, in memory of Mrs. 

Marion Berman Carreño
John Carroll and Rachael Paz 
Thomas Carroll and Diana Eberhardt 
Leonard Cassuto WCW

Nora Castle, in memory of  
Zeke Reiser 

Daniel Castleman and  
Nancy Ruskin ED

MC Catanese WCW

Sandra Chaff WCW

Mandana Chaffa, in memory of 
Bernadette Mayer

Christopher Chan 
Armando Chardiet and Monica Gali 
Jean Sherman Chatzky and  

Eliot Kaplan ED

Sam Choi ED

Ken Chen 
Carolyn Choi 
Alexia Chororos and  

Charles Gallagher 
Susan Chun WCW

Laurie Churchman 
Leah Cianfrani, in memory of  

Dr. Peter Cianfrani ED

Carol Shlifer Clapp and  
Howard Coonley ED

Carole Cloud 
Noam Cohen and  

Elizabeth Pokempner 
Charles Cohen ED

Dale Kramer Cohen
Jamie Cohen 
Michael Cohn 
Patrick Colgan 
Mary Collins 
Rev. Blayney Charles Colmore WCW

Lucy Conger 
John Conley WCW

Joyce Cook 
Paul Cotler 
Randall Couch 
Jayson Crair and Jill Crair ED

Allan Cramer ED

Michael Crane and Pamela Crane, in 
honor of Gabe Crane ED

Susan Croll and Paul 
Monasevitch ED

Michael Cullina and Pamela Cullina 
Elliott Curson 
Jacob Cytryn 
Bob D’Augustine and Marcia 

Morgan D’Augustine, in honor of 
Allie Morgan D’Augustine ED

Ross D’Emanuele 
Mark Dalton, in memory of  

Mr. Alfred Dalton ED

Rachel Dalton, in honor of Al Filreis 
and Jamie-Lee Josselyn 

Rebecca Dalzell 
Barbara Daniels and  

David Daniels ED

Colleen Davis WCW

James De Lorenzo 
Anthony DeCurtis WCW

Peter Deekle ED

Dave Deifer WCW

Erika Delbecque 
Thomas Devaney ED

Thea Diamond Howey 
Kim Diamond WCW

Shilpa Dikshit 
Greg Djanikian and Lysa Bennett ED

Lance Donaldson-Evans and  
Mary Donaldson-Evans 

Richard Donze 
Jason Dougherty, in honor of ModPo 
Charles Downey and  

Christina Downey ED

Murray Dubin and  
Libby Rosof WCW

Robert Ducsay and  
Gabrielle Ducsay WCW

Rachel Blau DuPlessis ED

Robin Cohn Ebenstein WCW

Tom Eliaz 
Molly Espey 
Leigh Esposito WCW

Daniel Evans 
John Fadely WCW

Michelle Falkoff WCW

Cheryl Family and Ken Saji ED

Mary Farrell 
Ronald Fellman and Nancy Fellman, 

in honor of Dr. Melissa Fellman 
and of Al Filreis WCW

William Fenrich ED

Catherine Fisher Field, in honor of 
Al Filreis WCW

Al Filreis and Jane Treuhaft ED

Lois Filreis WCW

Sandra Lotz Fisher 
Emily Flores 
Samantha Kleier Forbes ED

Jenny Ford WCW

Christopher Forman and  
Margaret Forman ED

Michelle Foshee 
Sallie Foster ED

Ben Fountain and  
Sharon Fountain WCW

Peggy Fox 
Kitty Friedman 
Elisabeth Frischauf 
Diane Fuchs and Ron Simon, in 

honor of Al Filreis and our 
grandchildren, Ella Simon and 
Lucas Simon WCW

Liza Fuchs 
William Fuller and Elizabeth Fuller 
Lise Funderburg 
Mathilde Galperin and  

Nicolas Galperin ED

Jenny Won Garcia and Domingo 
Garcia ED

Robert Gardner, in honor of  
Al Filreis  

Kara Gendron 
Judith Gibbons ED

Stuart Gibbs ED

Tovah Poster Gilray 
Jessy Ginsberg and Martin Crane ED

Bela Gligorova 
Nili Gold 
Alan Golding, in memory of Jerome 

Rothenberg and of  
Tyrone Williams 

Nancy Golding and  
Robert Hartheimer 

Emma Goldman-Sherman 
Ken Goldman ED

Daniel A. Goldstein ED

David Goldwyn and Julie Goldwyn 
Mack Goode and  

Penelope Bodry-Sanders ED

Jessica Goodman 
Marnie Gordon and  

Adam Frank WCW

Ronald Gordon and Claire Gordon, 
in honor of Al Filreis 

Neil Grabowski and  
Monice Grabowski ED

Theodora Rapp Graham ED

Patricia Green WCW

Risa Rosenthal Green and  
Michael Green WCW

Augusta Greenbaum 
Elisa Greenbaum and Clint 

Greenbaum, in honor of Al Filreis 
Shoshana Greenberg 
Rabbi Lisa Greene WCW

Harry Groome and  
Evelyn Groome ED

Adam Groothuis ED

Julie Gumpert 
Jane Gutman WCW

Jennifer Gwartz 
Carmina Hachenburg 
Katherine Haegele 
Matthew Hall and Anne Hall WCW

Alex Halpern ED

Haim Handwerker and  
Jamie Handwerker ED

Dirk Hanson 
Nargus Harounzadeh 
Ann Wexelblatt Harrell and  

Kenneth Harrell 
William J. Harris and  

Susan Harris ED

Chase Harrow 
Alyssa Haywoode 
Janet Heettner and  

Peter Silverman ED

Dina Hellerstein 
Jackie Henrion 
Hank Herman and Carol Herman ED

Michael Herzlin, in honor of  
Al Filreis and of  
Jessica Lowenthal WCW

Joyce Hida 
Steven Himmelfarb and  

Lisa Himmelfarb WCW

 Ed Hoffman and  
Susan Katz Hoffman 

Hoh Family 
Merle Lumish Holland, in memory 

of Beryl Rosenstock
Claudia Horwitz 
Jiangtang Hu 
Jeffrey Hunt and Cynthia Hunt ED

Virgil Huston 
Lee Huttner ED

Michael Hyde WCW

Patrick Hyland ED

Janet Idzal 
Eilleen Ingram-Willis 
Hilal Isler 
Arun Iyer ED

W R I T E R S  H O U S E
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Diane Jacobs ED

Carolyn Anne Jacobson and  
Erik Simpson ED

Leigh Jacoby 
Ali Jaffe, in honor of  

Anthony DeCurtis ED

Ali Jalili 
Kathe Jervis, in memory of  

Richard Weil ED

Jeanette Jimenez 
Kevin Johnson WCW

Teresa Jones, in memory of  
Mr. David T. Jones WCW

Jamie-Lee Josselyn and  
Aaron Marcus, in memory of 
Jamie Albrecht 

Jeffrey Jubelirer 
Kasey Jueds 
Eddie Kamarauskas, in memory of 

Mr. Aldo Jones 
Ed Kane and Marty Wallace ED

Emily Kaplan 
Sally Grueskin Kaplan ED

Richard Katz and  
Kathy Silver Katz ED

Vincent Katz, in honor of Ada Katz
Adam Kaufman ED

Paul Keas and Xiaodong Zhang 
John Keene 
Donald Keim ED

Edward Kelly ED

David Kermani 
Susan Kerr 
Paul Killey 
Janice Kimenhour ED

Mali Heled Kinberg ED

Leslie King, in honor of  
Kaitlin Moore

Betsy Klausman and  
Michael Klausman 

Clifford Klein and Linda Reisz WCW

Leora Klein, in honor of  
Al Filreis WCW

Michael Kleiza 
Jean-Marie Kneeley and Richard 

Kneeley, in honor of Al Filreis ED

Jody Rosen Knower WCW

Miriam Kotzin 
Jacob Kraft 
Stephen Kramer and  

Rochelle Kramer 
Marilyn Kraut and David Kraut 
Aaron Krawitz 
Leonard Kress  
Stephen Krewson 
Mark Kumming 
Moira Kuo 

Peter Kussell 
Beth Kwon WCW

Joanna La Corte 
James La Marre IV 
Deborah LaBerge and Jon LaBerge, 

in honor of Peter LaBerge ED

Judith Lagana and  
Anthony Lagana WCW

Jeroen Lagendijk 
Catherine Lakoff and  

Jerry Lakoff WCW

Brooke Lange 
Hanaah Lansel 
Noah Laracy and  

Susannah Laracy ED

Judith Leader, in honor of  
Al Filreis WCW

Marty Leake 
Meredith Lederer 
Ilene Leff, in honor of  

Al Filreis WCW

Laurie Legum ED

Eric Leininger WCW

Veronica Lemcoff 
J. Robert Lennon WCW

Jennifer Levin 
Kate Levin and Robin Shapiro ED

Michelle Levister, in honor of  
Al Filreis ED

Kenneth Levitan and  
Elena Levitan WCW

Christina Lief 
Itai Linzen 
Laura Lippman WCW

Howie Lipson ED

Ronald Litman 
Dave A. Liu and Lauren Wu ED

Jeff Lotman and Thérèse Lotman ED

Jonah Lowenfeld 
Tyler Lucas and Geralyn Lucas ED

Ken Lum 
Jim Lynch 
Michael Lynch and Julie Lynch WCW

Vijayalaxmi Maddali WCW

Elaine Maimon and Mort Maimon, 
in memory of Bob Lucid WCW

John Majane WCW

Elissa Caterfino Mandel ED

Alexander Marcus 
Claire Marcus 
Susanne Margono 
Reina Marin ED

Samyukta Markley, in honor of 
Vijayalaxmi Maddali 

Josh Markman ED

Mark Marziale 

Alexander Mather 
Rory Mather 
E. Ann Matter and Carla Locatelli 
Don Matzkin 
Luke Mazur WCW

Cecile Mazzucco-Than 
Edson McClellan 
Judith McCue 
Holly McLaughlin and  

Kevin McLaughlin WCW

Tammy Dee McLeod ED

Dan Melton 
Loren Mendell WCW

Marcie Merz 
Stephen Metcalf and Koethi Zan ED

Jody Girgenti Meyers ED

Gerald Miller and Harriet Miller 
Ilana Miller WCW

Joelle Silverman Miller and  
John Miller 

Michael Miller ED

David Millstein ED

Adrienne Mishkin 
Andrea Mitchell and  

Alan Greenspan ED

Joann Mitchell 
Gary Moak 
Wynne Morrison 
Fred Moten and Laura Harris WCW

Erín Moure 
Joanne Mulcahy 
Frederick Muller ED

Chris Mustazza and  
Noell Mustazza WCW

Panna Naik WCW

Lucille Nelson 
Prof. Cory Newman 
Alexander Newmark and  

Jessica Newmark ED

James Newswanger ED

Jim Nooney 
Daniel O’Brien and Jennifer 

Sonenklare, in honor of  
Tess’s graduation 

Michael O’Toole 
Caroline Ohlson 
Tahneer Oksman, in memory of 

Dorothy Allison 
Liberty Okulski 
Alicia Oltuski and Uri Oltuski WCW

Mark Osele ED

Rochelle Owens, in memory of 
George Economou 

Lindsey Palmer 
Michelle Paolicelli 
Katerina Papazissi 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  W R I T E R S  H O U S E

Ashlee Paxton-Turner 
Madeline Penn 
Bob Perelman and Frances Shaw ED

Jerilyn Perman and Brian Perman ED

Sandi Phillips 
Jessica Philpott 
James Piccarello 
Arthur Pier III ED

Katherine Pier ED

Noah Pink 
Caroline Piven, in honor of  

Josh Piven 
Elyse Pivnick ED

Sandra Planisek ED

Dick Polman, in memory of Elise 
Vider Polman WCW

Joyce Pope 
Eleanor Poplar WCW

Susanna Porter ED

Maury Povich and Connie Chung ED

Estelle Price 
Jennifer Proga 
Karen Quigley ED

Maunak Rana 
Kirsten Read 
Dominique Renda and  

Hunter Horsley 
Jason Resnick ED

Ritchie Rich, in honor of  
Eddie Izzard 

Maria Rieders ED

Hadley Rierson and Lee Rierson,  
in honor of Al Filreis ED

Roopika Risam WCW

David Roberts and Debbie Roberts ED

Yvette Rocco 
Peter Rogers ED

Linda Roller 
Avery Rome 
Carolyn Rosen and Dan Rosen ED

Karen Sternhell Rosenberg ED

Jeffrey Rosenstock, in memory of 
Beryl Rosenstock and in honor of 
the Tuesday Sisters WCW

Michael Rotgin and Erin Rotgin, in 
honor of Julia Rotgin WCW

Steve Roth and Marsha Roth ED

Jeffrey Rothbard and Susan Rothbard
Caroline Rothstein 
Gerald Rothstein 
Daniel Rottenberg and  

Barbara Rottenberg,  
in honor of Al Filreis ED

Caryn Karmatz Rudy and  
Lee Rudy ED

Patrick Ryan 
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Stanley Sabre and Resha Sabre, in 
honor of Al Filreis WCW

David Sanders 
Phil Sandick and  

Ariel Djanikian WCW

Margaret Sandin, in memory of  
Sasi Suwan 

Barbara Sandler and  
Robert Sandler WCW

Cindy Savett WCW

Susan Small Savitsky and  
Gerald Savitsky ED

Dan Saxon and Harriet Saxon WCW

Anne Scardino, in honor of 
Meredith Scardino 

Susan Scheid 
Jeffrey Schiffner 
Brian Schmitt 
Christopher Schoen 
Daniel Schorr ED

Susan Schulz 
Mary Ann Scott 
Nicole Scott
Fatemeh Shams Esmaeili, in honor 

of Baktash Abtin 
Jonathan Shapiro 
Pamela Shapiro 
Helene Shavin WCW

Mark Shavin and Marla Shavin, in 
honor of Naomi Shavin WCW

Zamira Sheno, in memory of  
Erinda Sheno WCW

Mark Sherman and  
Rachel Sherman ED

Evelyn Shockley 
Sharon Silber, in honor of  

Bobbie Lamont 
Richard Siller, in memory of  

Mary Siller, WCW

Karen Silverman and  
Robert Silverman 

Paul Silverman and  
Sue Silverman WCW

David Simonetti WCW

Isabella Simonetti 
David Sinclair
Lonnie Sinclair
Rachel Skerritt 
Robyn Slen and Benjamin Slen 
Lisa Sloan WCW

Mina Smith-Segal WCW

St. John Smith and  
Kay Barned-Smith 

Jennifer Snead 
Sarena Snider WCW

Richard Sohn and Alexandra Lee 
Barry Solar and Judith Solar, in 

honor of Al Filreis WCW

Joanne Soslow and  
Anthony Soslow ED

Steven Sosnick and 
Miriam Sosnick ED

William Speer WCW

Celina Spiegel 
David Stallings 
Richard Stamm 
Arielle Stanger 
Sandra Stanger and  

Michael Stanger WCW

Stephanie Stein WCW

Harris Steinberg and  
Jane Steinberg ED

Eugene Stelzig WCW

Eric Stern and Hannah Stutzman 
Janet Miller Stier and Byron Stier ED

Sebastian Stockman 
Eric Stone and Rebecca Zoller ED

Eileen Streight WCW

Lynn Brehm Strother, in memory of 
David W. Horvath, C’72 ED

David Sussman ED

Jane Sussman 
Kevin Swanwick 
David Sweet ED

Nancy Tag 

Pamela Takefman and  
Raphael Cormack 

Jocelyn Teece WCW

Elaine Terranova 
William Thompson
Barbara Tilley WCW

Alex Tokar WCW

Tony Toups and Mary Toups, in 
honor of Peyton Toups ED

Jane Treuhaft, in honor of  
Simone White WCW

David Tsai 
David Ulin and Cindy Dubow WCW

Ellen Umansky and  
David Gutman WCW

Eric Umansky 
Renee Unglo, in memory of  

Michael Unglo 
Graham Urquhart 
John Van Doren and  

Sally Van Doren ED

Ellen Varet Bock, in memory of  
Beryl Rosenstock 

James Vaughan and Roberta 
Vaughan, in honor of Al Filreis 

Anna Vinogradov 
Allyson Volinsky 
David Wallace WCW

Leny Wallen-Friedman and 
Margaret Wallen-Friedman 

Laura Walsh WCW

Tim Waples, in honor of  
Al Filreis WCW

Letty Ward and Joe Ward 
Robert Warshaw ED

Gary Wasserson and Ellen Wasserson 
Caroline Waxler and Michael Levitt, 

in memory of Mr. Paul Kelly ED

Stacey Gillis Weber and  
Jeffrey Weber ED

Zarine Weil, in memory of  
Richard Weil WCW

George Weinbaum and  

Carol Weinbaum 
Carly Weinreb 
Sharon Weinstein 
Daniel Weintraub and  

Sarah Weintraub 
Liliane Weissberg WCW

Anne Wellner de Veer WCW

Susan Wheeler 
Beth White and Jeff White, in honor 

of Hannah White Reitz 
Wendy White and  

Lawrence White ED

Margaret Lehr Whitford and 
Thomas Whitford ED

Todd Wieseneck
Paul Williams and Leslie Berger, in 

honor of Al Filreis &  
Jessica Lowenthal ED

Richard Williams, in memory of 
C.K. Williams 

Eleanor Wilner and  
Robert Wilner WCW

Randall Winn and Tamara Winn ED

Cheryl Wold and Paul Wennberg 
Andrew Wolk and Hannah Wolk ED

Peter Wolk, in honor of Andy Wolk 
Marc Wolpow and Robin Wolpow, 

Nina Rosborough, and the 
Arbour Way Foundation ED

Elaine Wong 
Delores Wright 
Robert Charles Wright ED

John Wronoski WCW

Jane Yeh 
Holly York, in honor of ModPo ED

Melinda Young and Craig Young 
Henry Zachs and Judy Zachs ED

Harvey Zalesne and  
Judy Zalesne WCW

Allison MacDonald Zipper 
Steven Robinson ED

Class of 1965, in honor of Al Filreis
and anonymous donors

The Kelly Writers House received funding from Pennsylvania Creative Industries, powered by the Pennsylvania 
Council of the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. We are also grateful to the people in the Office of the Provost for everything they do to support us.
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Maya Afilalo
Susan Albertine
Marci Alboher, in honor of Al Filreis
Irwyn Applebaum and  

Lucy Applebaum
Derek Arthur
Myrna Zeitlin Asher, in memory of 

Howard Asher
Sarah Auerbach
Bita Bagheri-Dastgheib and 

Kourosh Dastgheib, in honor of 
Al Filreis

Dennis Barone and Debbie Barone
Erica Baum
Andrew Beal
Donald Beetham
David Bender
Jose Luis Benitez
Ellen Molloy Bentsen, in honor of 

Judith McCue
Barry Berger and Kathleen Vieweg
Carol Clampett Bergere
Ed Bergman and Jen Bergman
Charles Bernstein and  

Susan Bee Laufer
Cara Bertron
Bernardo Beyer
Andrea Biernat
Adam Birnbaum, in honor of  

Al Filreis
Simone Blaser
Kathleen Matson Blurock, in 

memory of Joanne Hertz
Megan Bly and Scott Wunsch
Merle Born
Michael Boshes
Julie Bright and Daniel Stewart
LaRhonda Brown-Barrett
Laynie Browne, in memory of 

Bernadette Mayer
David Brownlee and Ann Brownlee
Ingrid Bruck, in honor of Al Filreis
Alexis Brunswick
Robert Brylawski
Mary Ann Burdett
Beth Burrell
William Burrison
Arthur Butcher and  

Elizabeth Butcher

Marcia Camino, in memory of 
Michael Mason

Anna Carey
Lorene Cary
Leonard Cassuto
Daniel Castleman and Nancy Ruskin
MC Catanese
Earl Caustin
Mandana Chaffa, in memory of 

Bernadette Mayer
Kristine Chalifoux
Christopher Chan
Andrew Michael Chang
Armando Chardiet and Monica Gali
Sam Choi
Ken Chen
Alexia Chororos and  

Charles Gallagher
Carole Cloud
Sara Coelho
Charles Cohen and  

Rebecca Binder Cohen
Dale Kramer Cohen
Michael Cohn
John Conley
Joyce Cook
Paul Cotler
Randall Couch
Michael Crane and Pamela Crane,  

in honor of Gabe Crane
Michael Cullina and Pamela Cullina
Jacob Cytryn
Bob D’Augustine and Marcia 

Morgan D’Augustine, in honor of 
Allie Morgan D’Augustine

Rachel Dalton, in honor of Al Filreis 
and Jamie-Lee Josselyn

Zoë Dare-Attanasio
Anthony DeCurtis
Dave Deifer
Thomas Devaney
Thea Diamond Howey
Kim Diamond
Greg Djanikian and Lysa Bennett
Jason Dougherty, in honor of ModPo
Murray Dubin and Libby Rosof
Rachel Blau DuPlessis
Robin Cohn Ebenstein
Michael Eleey and Jane Eleey
Carol Elias

John Fadely
Peter Fader
Mary Farrell
Ronald Fellman and Nancy Fellman, 

in honor of Dr. Melissa Fellman 
and of Al Filreis

Catherine Fisher Field,  
in honor of Al Filreis

Dan Flath, in honor of ModPo
Marni Fogelson-Teel and Joseph Teel
Samantha Kleier Forbes
Jenny Ford
Christopher Forman and  

Margaret Forman
Sallie Foster
Ben Fountain and Sharon Fountain
Bruce Franklin
Diane Fuchs and Ron Simon, in 

honor of Al Filreis and our 
grandchildren, Ella Simon  
and Lucas Simon

John Gallagher
Jenny Won Garcia and  

Domingo Garcia
Robert Gardner, in honor of  

Al Filreis 
Lisa Geiszler
Stephen Gerkin, in honor of  

Paul Hendrickson
Judith Gibbons
Tovah Poster Gilray
Andrew and Susan Gold
Nili Gold
Alan Golding, in memory of  

Jerome Rothenberg and of  
Tyrone Williams

Daniel A. Goldstein
David Goldwyn and Julie Goldwyn
Mack Goode and  

Penelope Bodry-Sanders
Doug Gordon
Marnie Gordon and Adam Frank
Ronald and Claire Gordon, in honor 

of Al Filreis
Annie Gore
Neil Grabowski and  

Monice Grabowski
Theodora Rapp Graham
Richard Graves
Patricia Green
Risa Rosenthal Green and  

Michael Green

Augusta Greenbaum
Deborah Greenberg, in honor  

Al Filreis
Rabbi Lisa Greene
Terri Greening
Adam Groothuis
Julie Gumpert
Katherine Haegele
Matthew Hall and Anne Hall
Alex Halpern
Ann Harrell and Kenneth Harrell
William J. Harris and Susan Harris
Chase Harrow
Alyssa Haywoode
Dina Hellerstein
Anne Henochowicz
Michael Herzlin, in honor of Al 

Filreis and of Jessica Lowenthal
Janel Hill and Roger Hurwitz
Steven Himmelfarb and  

Lisa Himmelfarb
Ed and Susan Katz Hoffman
Hoh Family
Claudia Horwitz
Aiden Hunt
Jeffrey Hunt and Cynthia Hunt
Michael Hyde
Lina Insana
Alexander Jacobs
Charmaine Curtis Jacobs
Leigh Jacoby
Ali Jalili
Kathe Jervis, in memory of  

Richard Weil
Jeanette Jimenez
Kevin Johnson
Chay Jones
Landon Jones
Teresa Jones, in memory of  

Mr. David T. Jones
Betti Kahn
Carole Karsch and Samuel Karsch
Richard Katz and Kathy Silver Katz
Adam Kaufman
Stephanie Kaufman, in honor of  

Al Filreis
Donald Keim
Edward Kelly
Susan Kerr
Janice Kimenhour

POSSIBILITY FUND DONORS

We thank the all of the following Friends for their generous support 
of the Possibility Endowed Fund at the Kelly Writers House. Their gifts 
ensure the future of our house so that students of tomorrow will find a 
House of their own:
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Sabrina Kleier-Morgenstern and 
Robert Morgenstern

Clifford Klein and Linda Reisz
Leora Klein, in honor of Al Filreis
Jean-Marie Kneeley and Richard 

Kneeley, in honor of Al Filreis
Ruth Konigsberg
Jacob Kraft
Janet Kralovec
Stephen Kramer and  

Rochelle Kramer
Stephen Krewson
Sharon Kunz
Peter Kussell
Beth Kwon
James La Marre IV
Deborah LaBerge and Jon LaBerge, 

in honor of Peter LaBerge
Judith Lagana and Anthony Lagana
Judith Leader, in honor of Al Filreis
Kate Lee
Ilene Leff, in honor of Al Filreis
Jennifer Levin
Michelle Levister, in honor of  

Al Filreis
Jenny M. Libien, in memory of  

Mr. Mike Libien
Jonah Lowenfeld
Jessica Lowenthal and Ryan Godfrey
Tyler Lucas and Geralyn Lucas
John MacDermott
Peter Manda
John Mandryk and Joan Mandryk
Alexander Marcus
Claire Marcus
Melody Marcus
Alan Margolis
Josh Markman
Nicole Marshall
Randi Marshall
Jordan Martin, in memory of 

Richard Weil
Mark Marziale
E. Ann Matter and Carla Locatelli
Barbara Matteucci
Don Matzkin
Melissa Maza
Luke Mazur
Cecile Mazzucco-Than
Elizabeth McClafferty
Edson McClellan
Catherine McCredie,  

in honor of ModPo
Elizabeth McDonnell
Marcie Merz
Stephen Metcalf and Koethi Zan

Jody Girgenti Meyers
Amy Miller
Joelle Silverman Miller and  

John Miller
Michael Miller
David Millstein
Alexandra Goldstein Mindlin
Adrienne Mishkin
Lauren Monchik, in honor of Al
Joli Morgan
Michael Morse
Emmanuel Moses
Erín Moure
Julie Naslund
Lucille Nelson
Prof. Cory Newman
Alexander Newmark and  

Jessica Newmark
James Newswanger
Maryanne Nuzzo
Michael O’Toole
Mary Obropta
Tahneer Oksman, in memory of 

Dorothy Allison
Mark Osele
Lindsey Palmer
Josephine Park
Nicole Payseur, in honor of Al Filreis
Marjorie Perloff, in honor of  

Al Filreis
Sandi Phillips
Arthur Pier III
Caroline Piven, in honor of  

Josh Piven
Neil Plakcy
Sandra Planisek
Joyce Pope
Elizabeth Porth
Mark Poster
Jennifer Proga
Dominic Randolph, in memory of 

Richard Weil
Michael Rauch and Pamela Rauch
Hillary Reinsberg
Jason Resnick
Joan Retallack
Jose Reyes
John Richetti and Deirdre David
Maria Rieders
Hadley Rierson and Lee Rierson,  

in honor of Al Filreis
Linda Roller
Avery Rome
Karen Sternhell Rosenberg
Charles Rosin and Karen Rosin
Molly and Randy Rothstein,  

in honor of Al Filreis

Marc Rovner and Laurie Rovner, in 
honor of Al Filreis and of  
Andrew Beal

Stanley Sabre and Resha Sabre,  
in honor of Al Filreis

Danilo Anonuevo San Jose
Phil Sandick and Ariel Djanikian
Barbara Sandler and Robert Sandler
Anne Scardino, in honor of 

Meredith Scardino
James Schaffer
Jeffrey Schiffner
Susie Orman Schnall and  

Richard Schnall
Mary Ann Scott
Nicole Scott
Lois Segel, in memory of  

Milton L. Segel
Matthew Selman
Linda Shalom
Jonathan Shapiro
Helene Shavin
Mark Shavin and Marla Shavin,  

in honor of Naomi Shavin
Rachel Sheinkin
Robert Shepard and Bob Numerof
Evelyn Shockley
Richard Siller, in memory of  

Mary Siller
David Simonetti
Isabella Simonetti
Rachel Skerritt
Samantha Slarskey and  

David Slarskey
Lisa Sloan
Mina Smith-Segal
Jennifer Snead
Richard Sohn and Alexandra Lee
Barry Solar and Judith Solar,  

in honor of Al Filreis
Steven Sosnick and Miriam Sosnick
Elizanda de la Sota
William Speer
Dan Spinelli and Laina Spinelli
Nick Spitzer
Sandra Stanger and Michael Stanger
Joan Stauffer
Harris Steinberg and Jane Steinberg
Eugene Stelzig
Eric Stern and Hannah Stutzman
Janet Miller Stier and Byron Stier
Sebastian Stockman
Zoe Stoller
Eileen Streight
Ann Strong
Lynn Brehm Strother, in memory of 

David W. Horvath, C’72

David Sussman
Jane Sussman
David Sweet
Pamela Takefman and  

Raphael Cormack
Elaine Terranova
Barbara Tilley
Alex Tokar
Tony Toups and Mary Toups,  

in honor of Peyton Toups
Ellen Umansky and David Gutman
Renee Unglo, in memory of  

Michael Unglo
Graham Urquhart
Ellen Varet Bock, in memory of  

Beryl Rosenstock
David Wallace
Tim Waples, in honor of Al Filreis
Robert Warshaw
Meredith Weber
Daniel Weintraub and  

Sarah Weintraub
Liliane Weissberg
Anne Wellner de Veer
Kevin Werbach and  

Johanna Werbach
Susan Wheeler
Beth White and Jeff White, in honor 

of Hannah White Reitz
Margaret Lehr Whitford and 

Thomas Whitford
Sam Whyte
Paul Williams and Leslie Berger, in 

honor of Al Filreis &  
Jessica Lowenthal 

Kim Wilson and Robert Wilson
Jerald Winakur and Lee Robinson
Andrew Wolk and Hannah Wolk
Peter Wolk, in Honor Of Andy Wolk
Amanda Wolkin and Seth Furman
A. B. Wren, in memory of  

Todd Mansmann
Delores Wright
Robert Charles Wright
John Wronoski
Melinda Young and Craig Young
Jessica Yu
Allison MacDonald Zipper
Michael Zuckerman
Anonymous, in honor of Al Filreis
Anonymous, in honor of Bobby and 

of Mr. Ranabir Mitra
and anonymous donors
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The Class of 1975 Seminar Room Endowment, established through the generosity of the class of 1975 in 
honor of their 50th reunion, names and endows seminar room 202, the special classroom at the top of 
the main staircase. Students gather around the long green table in this room, with its view of our majestic 
magnolia tree, for writing workshops, editorial meetings, book clubs, and planning sessions — from the 
moment we open in the morning until we lock up at night. 

Donald Abramson
Andrew Ackerman and  

Helen Ackerman
Priscilla Adler and Leonard Adler
Lisa Aldisert
Mary Ann Robinson
Ellen Arthur
Anthony Athy
John Avery III
Sharon Aylor
Philip Baggaley
Joanne Balmer
David Band
Francis Barilar
Gregory Barron and Sarah Murphy
Wanza Bates
Denise Bayuszik
Eric Bazilian and Sarah Bazilian
George Beal
Robert Beitcher
Stewart Beltz
Michael Bennick
Philip Berger
NancyLee Bergey and Philip Bergey
Ruth Berman
Andrea Berndt
Henry Bernstein
Carl Bindman
Maryellen Bishop
Ron Blasdell
Thomas Blumberg
Thomas Bolles and Maria Medua
Michael Bosnick
Walter Bratic
Mitchell Brin and Deborah Brin
Margaret Bruno and William Bruno
Sarah Burrall
Jacqueline Bush-Campbell
Richard Busis and Judith Beck
Susan Campbell and Mark Pugliese
Kellen Canavan
Charles Capaldi
David Chalikian and Joan Chalikian
Gene Charny
William Chernock
Lynn Christman
Kathryn Cleveland
Marilyn Coates-Bradley
Eddie Cobb, Jr. 
Shelley Coleman
Elizabeth Collins and  

William Collins III
Shanti Conly
Linda Cornelius and Drew Neisser
Elizabeth Crooks-Philipp
Catherine Crowley
Leslie Daniel
Karen Datko
Richard Dauber
Elwood Davis
Raymond Desabato
Sylvie Destian
Thomas DiBianca
David Dibo
Susan Dickey
Thomas Dinsmore
Dennis Dixon
Robert Donald

Emil Efthimides
Rona Eisenberger
Thomas Elwertowski
Jack Evans
Lynne Eyer Sanville
Donald Fetterolf
Phillip Finch
Philip Fingerhut
Curt Foster and Jacqueline Pinn
Darrel Francis
Richard Franzen
Robin Frey
Allen Furst
Jonathan Gabriel
Mark Gabry
Catherine Gallagher and  

Robert Gallagher
Lindy Gallagher and  

Thomas Gallagher
Linda Gallashaw
Gary Galloway
Arthur Gertel
Jessica Gibson
Paul Gilligan and Jacqui McNulty
Margaret Gilliland
Sandra Girifalco and Samuel Bitonti
Kathryn Go
Stan Godoff
Norman Goldberger
Reed Goodman
Jane Goodwin
Lee Gordon and Arlene Gordon
Eric Gottheim
David Gottschlich and Linda Toole
Virginia Greenwood
Frank Grenci
Michael Gurtman
John Guttmann
Albert Handelman
William Harris
Kathy Hartman
Victoria Henley
David Herring
Kenneth Heymann
Leslie Hill
John Himelright
Caesar Ho
Martin Jeffries
James Johnson and Jennifer Weiss
Susan Johnson
Laurie Johnston
Gordon Jones and Gina Jones
Rita Jones
Christopher Joseph
Karen Josue and Salomon Josue
James Kahn and Debra Kahn
Sara Kalb
Dianne Kaplan
Joan Karpuk
Linda Kass
Howard Katelansky
Powel Kazanjian
Arthur Kelly
Marguerite Kirkpatrick
Beth Kirstein and Robert Kirstein
Marlene Klein
Suzanne Klekotka
Charles Lamonica

Faith Laskaris
Mary Lasner
Eric Leininger and Claire Leininger
Joan Lentz and Richard Lentz
Stuart Lerman
Ellis Levine
Michael Liever
Alan Linder and Joan Linder
Deborah Lipman
Eric Lipman
Ramona Locke
Eileen Logan
Maureen Long
Nancy Loomis
Terence Lynam
Philip Malet
Charles Mangano and  

Janet Mangano
Saul Marcus
Anne Marie Del Rossii
Steven May
Daniel Maze
Richard Maziarz
Guy McCandless
Daniel McCoubrey and  

Jean McCoubrey
Marjory McKee and David McKee
Jay Meadway and  

Roberta Jacobs-Meadway
Lauri Michel
Barbara Mihatov
Joshua Millman and  

Deborah Millman
Ellen Minton
S. Trezevant Moore and Jean Moore
Cooper Morris
Doreen Morrow
John Mullan and Denise Eggers
Walter Munyer
Paul Murphy
Lucy Myers and John Myers
Burton Nadler
Frederick Norgaard
Francis Nugent and Mary Nugent
Terence O’Leary
Therese O’Malley
Nancy Oberlander and  

David Oberlander
David Parke
Joel Pascaner
Mary Pat Hogan
Alan Peck
Arthur Pier
Earl Pinkett
Matthew Polsky
Susanna Porter
Cherie Quain
Pamella Raison and  

Alphonso Arnold
Edyce Rau
Oscar Reicher and Terri Reicher
Renate Reimschuessel and  

Jeffrey Myers
Joel Ressler
Stephen Rinear
Paul Rockar
John Rodman
Diane Roman

Robin Ross
Kathryn Roth
Ed Ryan and Catie Malone
Joy Sardinsky and S. Fineman
Susan Savitsky and Gerald Savitsky
Barbara Schoenfeld
Steven Schrenzel
Rhoda Schulzinger
Daniel Schwartz
Steven Seif
Amy Seife
Karen Shaines
Judith Shapiro-Auerbach
Gary Sharp
Susan Shearer
Philip Sheau
Scott Sheldon
Glenn Shor
Mary Sickles and Robert Sickles
Linda Siderius
Richard Siller
Michael Silver
Jeannette South-Paul and  

Michael Paul
John Spencer
Amy Stark
Mary Stec and Robert Stec
Judson Stein and Debra Stein
Alan Steiner
Susan Stoecker
Mark Strauss and Karen Strauss
Steven Sussman and  

Cindy Sussman
Joseph Swain
Amir Talebi
Patricia Taraborrelli
Daryl Taylor
Nan Taylor
Deborah Teman
Jovi Tenev and Nancy Hingston
William Thompson
Susan Todres and Michael Todres
John Trent
Yun Tso
Stephen Tsou
Richard Vaccari and Joy Vaccari
Peter Van Allen
Todd Vanett
Patricia Wager
Gerard Walsh
Joseph Watkins and  

Stephanie Watkins
Amy Weinberg
Jonathan Weiner and Jennifer Beatty
Erica Weissman
Todd Wieseneck
Natalie Wiles
Michael Williams
Carlton Wilson
Karen Wilson and Jeffrey Wilson
John Winkelman
Robert Wisniewski
Ellen Wooten and Simeon Wooten III
John Yaecker
Stephanie Young
Lynn Ziven and Steven Ziven
Jon Zucker
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Kelly Writers House
3805 Locust Walk
Philadelphia, PA 19104


