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Cristin O'Keefe Aptowicz

editor’s pick

“Words That Comfort”

Mon., Sept. 11, 5:30pm. Free. Kelly Writers House, 3805 Locust Walk.
215.573.9748. www.writing.upenn.edu/~wh

“I don't think a news break alert can flash on our televisions without people thinking
it'll be somehow linked to a terrorist attack,” says 28-year-old author, screenwriter
and slam poet Cristin O'Keefe Aptowicz, who's appeared on the HBO series Def
Poetry Jam. Aptowicz will present her updated speech “Words That Comfort” at the
Kelly Writers House on the fifth anniversary of the attacks. Originally presented at

a symposium on terrorism at Hastings College in Nebraska in fall 2005, the speech
explores the effects of 9/11 on a community of poets from the Lower East Side of
Manhattan. Right-leaning Nebraska might seem a long way from liberal New York,
but Aptowicz finds many Americans, regardless of where they live or what they
believe, share many of the same feelings about the attacks. “A national tragedy such
as 9/1 cuts through all political and economic lines,” explains Aptowicz. “Grief is
grief. Fear is fear. Anger is anger." (Jean Luc Renault)

Ashley Kahn

Thurs., Sept. 28, 6pm. Free. Kelly Writers House, 3805
Locust Walk. 215.573.9748. www.writing.upenn.edu/~wh
From Sun Records to Sub Pop, certain record labels become
much more than just record companies. They help catalyz
and document a new type of music. New York-based Impulse!
Records was one such label. It chronicled the emergence of
the free jazz movement and the work of its main purveyors,
most notably legendary phonist John Coltrane. Coltrane
used the freedom the label e him to test the limits of
jazz, producing such masterpieces as A Love Supreme and
Meditations. Ashley Kahn has turned his jazz historian's
eye to Impulse! and its music with his new book The House
That Trane Built: The Story of Impulse Records, doing for the
label what his previous books did for Miles Davis' Kind of Blue
and Coltrane's A Love Supreme. Kahn provides a behind-
the-scenes account of both the business and the landmark
recording sessions with original interviews and archival pho-
tographs, bringing the reader right into the maelstrom that
was the '60s. What emerges is a story as interesting as the
music, a picture of a time of experimentation and upheaval
with a fasciriakis®rcast of characters. Let's hope this book
leads people to search out the music Impulse! released. (Jack
Schonewolf)

| AnHour of Dandyism

With Lord Whimsy

Thurs., Nov. 2, noon. Free, Kelly

d Writers House, 3805 Locust
8 Walk. 215.573.9748.

www.lordwhimsy.

Are you in hipster purgatory—
trapped in hoodies, sneakers
and irony, forever chasing the
latest trend? Fear not. Lord
Brea ells Whimsy

is here to rescue us all from
grungy consumerism and teach
us the value of living uniquely.
Whimsy certainly do id-
ing in an old army barracks in
the Pine Barrens and keep-
ing an online journal of his
thoughts on everything from
philosophy to the horrors of
sportswear. This wee :

| celebrates the publication of his

latest book The Affected P;'o -

# vincial's Companion, Volume I,
| which his Lordship describes

as “a Poor Richard’s Almanack
for aesthetes, philomaths and

i would-be dandies.” It’s a beauti-
@4 ful and lavishly packaged work
§ of art that The New York Times

described as “one of the more
charming treatises to come
along in years.” Lord Whimsy
tells us to “expect a man with
a handlebar mustache, a plaid
suit, a pleasant aroma and ple

»

ty to say.” (Jack Schonewolf)

Lord Whimsy













